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FIRST, PRINCIPLES 
NLEW-E XG LAND, 


Gonceming 


Lhe Subyeck of Baptifme 
(Communion f ~ Churches. 


out of the Original LA anujcripts of the Firft and chicie 
Fathers in the New-taghifh Churches; With the Jucg- 
ment of Sundry Learned Divines of the Congreg attunal 
Way in Lngland, Concerning the faid Queftions. 


Publifhed for the Benefit of thofe who are of the Ring Gene- 
ration in New- England. 
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“poner = FOr 


wing, Oncerning the enfaing Collection of Teftimonies, wbicb 
fn are expreffive of the judgement of the frit and chief of the 
NE OS. Fathersin the New Englifh Churches-( as aifo of fundry 






“things which are ( as moft of the fubfequent Collection 1s ) taken from 

Manulcripts,I bave by methe Original Scripts, only fome few of rheim j 
“are sn other hands who are ready, ro fuew rhem unto fuch (if any fuch Z 
there'bs)as fhalthefitate touching theFidelity of this publication. As to i 
“that matter therefore no more fuall, or needs to be fasd. eH) defigne 


“at prifent is only 10 Commend afew things to the ferious and Chriftiaa = 
Gonfideration of se Antifynodalian Brethren. Bresbven { was once 3 
“of your per[wafion, and thence Can with the more Love and Compaftion | 
Ypeak unto yeu. Whatthe eArgussmnts were which caufed me to be of 
another mind, §s net heve a place to relate, but it faall be done (if God & 


“permit )elfewhere. “For the prefent, let it fuffice tobe faid, that Study 3 
‘and Prayer, and much Affliction bath brougér me to be of another be- | 3 
“lief, then once Iwas of touching the Controverted Queftions. dnd & 
“unto you that ave fill of the Antifynodalian pes{wafion, J would in the 
‘bowels and love of Chrift /ay shefe few things. : ie ia 

~) 7". Confider thatit is pofible chat you may be miftaken in your | 
oyApprehenfions. Many things might be mentioned to youswbich ought to = 
-Caufe an humble jealouly in you, least fot fhould be. Were there i ae 

tbat only Confideration, that fo many Learned and godly men ave op- 


-pofed, it ought to Caufe Trembling, and an holy fearin you, leafipour = 
Notions foould be Erroneous. /tisa Chriftian Speech and Spirit , 
hich biefled Burroughs bath in bis Excellent Irenicum ( pag.é9.) 2 
‘where be faith, He that differs in his Judgement from gedly learned = 


“men,bad need to {pend much Time in Prayer and Humiliation before 
the Lord. “There isa notable Expreffion, of Bafl cited in an Epi- 
& fle of Lutbertothe Minifters of Norimberg, who were at varie ; | 
43 42 » ey “ axice | . 
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cont To theReodet, 
<\ @ yariance one from another, He who will feparate from his Bree. 
-— Sthreny hadnced:to Conhider. many thingseven to anxiety, he had ; 


—¥eneed break his fleep many ‘hights, and feek of God with many 
seTears the demonftration ofthe Truth. Thus, Me. 
Remember that thofe you differ from were under greater «4 dvane dm 
ges and Probabilities to under ftand the Truth then canbe [aid concern- 
Sng your felvess For that-many of the members of thelate Synod cay 
ied to Anfwer the Queftions coscecning the Subject of Baptifme and - 
- Confociation of Ghucches, (befides their eminent Piety andtnlarged 
underfanding and Capacity in tho/e refpects 10 difcern the Truth ) bad 
be ftowed much Time and pains in feeking andfearching after the wing . 
of Godabont thefe Queftions, cannot be denyed. For the ‘Moft part, 
when godly, learned men.oaifsof the Truth, ét és #4 pomts which ether - 
abey have not at all, ox not throughly.and Impactially ftudied, when as 
the Leaders in the Syaod mentioned, had most induftrioull y, and not 
svithour prayers and Tears laboured to know the will of the Lord, con- . 
cerning thefe Affairs of bis houfe, and Kingdome. Nor is it to be 
sforgotien, how the Lord did in his. Providence fignally own that Af. 
Aembly. For at the Time of their fecond Seffions there was afore and 
ahecatning, drought 0 the Land, whereupon thatSynod fet aday aparé 
tofeckthe.Lordby Fafting 4nd Prayer, and Immediately upon thofe 
Prayers did the Lord give Rain from Heaven, whereby.be did from 
Heaven own both bts Servants, and the work which they were about. 
aAind therein likewife we.nsay obferve a divine Confutation of thofe . 
“Spirits, weoimpureaun droughts, blaftings, oc. to that Aflcmbly, — 
gr totbe. Doctrine by cher afferied and propugned.. Remember, aif | 
that there bave been very worthy men ( among it whom I who am Con- 
cious to vay felf, that I amthe chief.of Sinners, a no way worthy to 
he mentioned who were again? fuchinlargement efBaptifme as te Sy- 
nod pleads farayet.upon fecond and wifelt thoughts { Acurépay porti- 
M5°ooQh T epi ) hare feen. Cause fy Change their Opinion. | Thin 1s rue 
concerning fome now at reft with Chrift, aid fiundry (athongftwhom as 
I faidI reckon not my (elfyet (urviving.Yea,it is true concerning fume 
Fudicious of che Congregational way in England. as well asin New~ - 
‘England. [tis 2 good Ob/crvation which I remember Mr.Cotton bath in 
bis Letcer to Mr. Wiliams.( pag.12.) where he argueth,that the way 
of the RigidSeparation is not ofGod,becaafe thofe who in Simplicity 
and tendernefs of Confcience have been drawn into theerrorof that 
way, yet when they have grown in grace, they have alfogrownto . 
difsern the error ofthe Separation, Toe fame thing we may se Bi 
| s 
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: To the Reader © 
this Cafe; fome who did once Conlcientioufly avd humbly accordmg- 
) to the'r prefent light diffeat from thelate Synod,yet as they have grown: 
in wifdome aad grace, and ripenels for Heaven, the Lord bath given 
them for'to fee, that thes Rigidity in this particular was 4. failings. 
Moi eover iiss 4 Rule as trueas Ancient and Common, that whatever; 
O pinion doth dive the matptaers of it to any abfurdities is to befulpee : 
Hed and rejected as_erronecus: It's Eve tlaftingly Certain, that a. 
falfe Conclution< an never be drawn out of true Premifles, ex pero. nit 
nifiverum. Nov fome that withthe bizhe/t Confidencehave oppofed: 
the Dodtrine of the Synod conceriing the SubjeCbof Baptifine top> 
hold their Nozions, bave been forced toembrace fuch things asare very * 
Irrational, Alt ehefe things being pub tog etber are enough to breed an’ | 
humble, and att holy Jealoufie over your: own ‘Apprebenfions. That. ; 
then is the firft' word I would fetioully and affectionately Commend: | 


Ps 


to your Confideration. The feeond word is this,Confiderithat. if you: 





be miftaken your Error hath, as things are “Circumftanced, no little 
evil and danger init. For if you be miftaken, then you oppofe a Caufer - ' 
of Divine Grace, wich to dots fad, fince God looks upon bis Grace as: - 
bis Glory, Epb.1.14: As. Gods holinets ts dear te bim, aud thence 
any way to oppofe that is dangerous, ihe fame ss to’ be faid concerammg. & 
bis Grace. Andif you be miftaken,you oppofe'a Cause of Gods Cor 
venant, now Gods, Covenant is marvellous dear unto him and no mais 
can dafh bimfzlf against an Intereft of the Covenant withost great hae 
zaid. And if you be miftaken, you oppofe am Interelt, yea, aida. a 
great Intereft of Chrifts Kingdome, sow that mush necds difpleafe the 2 
Lord, It 1s very obfervable, teat Chriff wai never fo angry ae bis. own | : 
deat Dilciptes, as the», when 'b'y did rigidly: withhold fomethat- . ae 
were Ghildren of the Kingdome, from being brought to him, Afark, nyavaxTice 
10.7 3,14. why fo? even bee aufe bis own THtevelt was tbseein Comcern- } 
ad, men ate foon moved, when their ows luteref 1s (truck at, fo was the ; 
“holy heart of Cbrtt mach moved, becaufe whea Children were kept & 
"From bim, bis own Intere fk was prejadiced,s © Brevoren, if foiitbe, s 
atthe Dadtride of rhe Synod be Trtirs, “you that oppoje'it,: do wit ta es 
“you Leia prejudice an Intéreft of Ghritt, ‘and if for Chrifbivact wal — EZ 
pleafed with you for this thing ‘There 1gnot a mire awful Scriprice - Pe 
in allibe Bookof C od, then that: where it i faid concerning (brifis © f 
Kingdom:, chat wtiofoever thill fallon this tone (halt be broken, ., |  @ 
Math.21.44. Brethren, one word let eid the Bowels of the Lord = 
fay to you, Aad Ufpeak it not withia delive togrieve orf trid any of YOU , | 
burif my heart deceive me not, Love ro Chrii7, and to yor, aud tothe : 
; MAHAR -  fueceeding ‘ 
t tit | eee i eebidiea cd a1 _— sail 





“To the Reader. 
“fucceeding Generation in New-England cauferh me tofpeakit, it's — 
- only this,oh tremble, left this very Error of yours prove the breaking 
andthe ruine of your poor Pofterity. ‘They are Solemn and weighe 
ty words, and I mut Confefs bave alwayes had an aweful Impreilion 
upon my Confcience, which the Elders baye in the Preface'torhe lateSy- 
pod Book; { pag.r2.) ‘‘dhould (/ay they) the Church edueationo£f  .. 
“your Children be by the want of your hearty @ oncurrence rendred 
“ either infeafable or ine ffeGual,{hould they live as Lambs itra large 
¢Pafture for: want of your Agreement to own them of the Flock; 
“we befeech you Confider how uncomfortable the Accompt hereof 
 & willbe anotherday. . Truly when I think, ¢ and-Loften think of it) 
’ ferioufly and fadly with my felf, thatin a Plantation of Religion ( for 
“+ fach New-England was ) the Generality of the Inhabitants Foould be in 
the Condition of Infidels,ebat the Pofterity of aPeople profeihiwg God- 
finefs,yea, of the moft eminent Profefforsin the whole W orld, fhould 
in our Age be as Iafidels even not fo much as within the Compafs of 
the wi fble€ burch, or have the Livery and Charaéiey belonging toCbri- 
ftians upon them,whereby fuchare diftinguifhed from the Infidel awd 
Pagan World, what it ha’sto others I*koow not, but to me ithasa 
moj formidable appearance, Remember alfothat the lighthas been 
forthy-in which refpect, Mow for pou to oppofe tbe Truth, after thar 
-Conyineing Teftimonies: have been given to it by the Lords Servants, 
will be fary more dangerous-and provekirg tothe Lord, thenin former 
Limes among ft us, when thefe things had not been fo fully enquired 
into, ‘as of late throagh the good band of Divine Providence it ha's 
“been. A third word which I would fay is, fiudy. well the point. of In- 
‘fantBaptifme. eAcquaint your {elves with the Scripture proofs for 
that Ordinance,\muft acknowledge that that ha’s been no fmal[Con- 
‘Grmationto me. This lfind that there is hardly an Argument proau- 
‘eed against {uch Inlargement, as is by the Synod afferted but what the 
Antipzdo-Baptifts make nfe of to ferve their tur, -Alfo that the 
Arguments which dodemonftrate-Pedo-B aptifme in general, do ( for 
the mof part) prove that Baptifme ought to be Adminiftred in the 
‘Latitude which the Synod pleads for. ‘Theta. word which I fhall fay 
-is bts, ufe all means of Gods appsinting, that you mey come to under- 
fiand the Truth inthis marters There have been fome to my know- 
ledge ( and becaufe I know there have been fome, I am apt to think 
‘there may bemanysmorethen fknow of) that hawe exclaimed much 
againft tke Synod Book, as if it were an Apostacy and Impurity;&c. 
That yet-upon Exsmination have Confefled,that they never read 
3 ‘the 
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the Book; much lefs have they read other things written in defence 


thereof ;and how faer then have they been from reading thefe things, . 


with Prayers. and Tears, and Hiumiliations before the Lord, ob! if 
Brethren would prove all things, and pray wnceffantly over what they 
do, and. ddd deep: Humiliations to theiy Prayers, and depend upon. 


Ghrift for light, we might hope that God wouldeither difcover his . 


Truth to them, in the. very things they are fearching after,or in fome 
other matters better for them to know, andin the mean Time belp » 


them to carry it with that Chriftian moder ation that becometh Satats, . 


Prov.2.354)5- £z¢k.43.11., Phil.3.15,1 6. 


"As for the Reafons which have induced me to this enfuing Collettion  , 


efides thole gemeral motives mentioned in the Introduétion, the {pe- 


cial Confiderations which haue-prevailed with me were, Firft, that - 
{might pleafe, God in obeying the fifth Commandment by: vindicating — 


athe honour of my Fathers. ( 2 dly..) in thata fpecial Advantage ha's 


deen put into my. hands for this undertaking, by Reafonof my Ace - 


-quaintance with the 24aau/cripts ofboth my Fathers, (1amean my 
‘Father Cotton, and my Father ‘AZaeber ) from whence thefe Lestimo-: 
nies are for the moft part produced. [3 d/y.] My Father when he 


e 


try, aud in, [pecial, that they might be brought under the Government . 


- of Chrift 4m bis Chureb, and when growe up and qualified, as is tuthe - 


‘date Synod Book expreffed, bave Bapti(me for their Childven, ». W hat 


Ampreffion thofe words, fince they were the words of a Father, and 
of {uch a Father, and dying. words al{o, bave bad upon my heart; is . 
knowsto the F ather.of Spirits who only fearcheth bearts, and Conver= - 


feth with the Souls of men, nor am I able to utter it. [4ly. Ut is 


known unto thofe few inthe world, that have any knowledge of foots.- 
foure and inconfiderable aperfonas my felf, that I bave of late been | 


wear unto Death, God having brought me back again, as it were out 


of the Grave, I muftneeds havehad many. thoughts: with my felf, . 


what I [hould do for God, and for bis people? yea, for his People, whofe 


Prayers bave faved my Life. Now I would fain hope what is here - 
done will be a Service for Chrif, and for the(e bis Churches, and for... 


shat Generation whereof Lam,whewI (hall fleep with-my Fathers, 


There is allo publithed herewith, the SubPance ofa Letter written » 
by Mr Mitchel, late faishful and famous Pastor of the Churchin : 
Cambridge Alchough.E-cannot fay but that I was [. albeit he knew ~ 


not that,| when that Letter was (ent to me, inclining to the lame 
mee - ~ Appichenti on 
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wasleaving the world, did Commend it as his dying Counfelto me, . 
“that lfhould endeavour the good of the Rifing Generation inthis Coun- - 
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aac _ TotheReader, 

Appribenfion about the: Subjett of Bapti~me, which at prefent Jam of, 
yet theeArguments theresn Jug gested, were I muft Confe{s weighty and 
powerful C'onfiderartons with me, and I believe will be fo to others that 
duely weigh matters in the Ballance of the S anttuary, for which Cauje 
principally, Lbaye thus expofed st t publick.vicw. eAlfo Lbave part- 
fy done it honoris gratia, that I might teftify my. deep refpeét to that 
bleffed man, concerning whom I may {ay a5 Jometimes Beza concerning 
Galvin, Now. A€itchel is dead, life islefs {weer, and death will be 
lefsbitteruntome.. sy oe 

Onice for ally lee me defire the Reader to take notice tbat Tdo nor by 

this Collection, concern my {elf in the defence of every N’ otion or eAr- 
_gument, or Principle, that is by any, of 7 bofe Worthies infi fied on, bus 
‘ny only defign tberemss, to fhew that fuch Inlargment 0f Baptifme, 
-ana thatConfociation of Churches, which isin the Synod Book affert- 


. 


ed is no Apoflacy from rhe firft Princsples of New-England, ner yet 

any declenfion from the Congregational way. Now the Lord fefus 
owpho bathpromifed that the Spirit of Truth thall come, and thall guide 
Goto all Truth, fulfil his good word,even the Lovd-fend out of his Light 
‘and bs Truth, and let themleadus. Let bim grant that there may, 
‘be Peace and Truth in our dayes, andnet only fo, buf that the Gentra- 


tion to come may praifethe Lord, thar $1 ma appear, that his Righte- 


Jou {nefsis for everjand his Salvation from, enerdtion to Generation, 
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FIRST PRINCIPLES 


MEW ENGL ND, 
“Concerning the Subjeet of BAP TISM 
A‘N D 


“COMMUNION 
CHURCHES, ..., 


me / Here having. Been ‘Tome ‘who have thduht that the 
4, Dociuine of the late Synod Boek. ‘Concerning Bap- 
tif and the Communion or i nee of, Chur- 
ches isan Innovation and 4 pofedcy ror the fir prin 
Dy céples. of Now England. And inafmuch’as it may be 
yn) i eciak Service for thefe Churches, both in ‘prefent 
5 at id, in after times, that men ‘fhould know what the 
thele Controvei ies were, Confidering alt, 2 
that the Lords Se “yvants and. Mc fengetsare mach wronged v Hen Ap 
Atacy i 18 ymputed ; £0, th em Up¢ yn account of the Dottrir aforefbid 
ofable unto God {whois difp! oleafe 4 
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_, Atte Cottons Tadgement- 


che Chiittiaa World, aad to, Poftetity to judge whoare the Apofatess. 
_, Now this may be done by. fhewing,what was the judgement of the 
fit Facbers of this Country, touching che queftions in Controverfy, 
And in this enfuing Coll-éion of Teftimonies we thall nit mention any. 
of thofe Reverend Eldersthat are yet furviving, nor.all amongft our 
deceafed worthies,only foms of theChief-of the F athers of this Country. 
And firlt, concerning Baptifm, we {hall begin with the Judgement of - 
that than of Gdd défervedly famousin both Englands, viz. Mre 
Joba Cotton, tate Teacher of the firft Churchio Boften, And whatthe 
Appreheafion of that Seer was, is manifeft.froma Letter whichisto . 
be feen written with bisown hands in the name, and with the unani- 
mous Confeatof the whole Church, which then wasin this Bo/fon- 
tothe Churchin Dorche/ker. “Becaufethe Letteris'of Aincient date, 
and fo giveth.agreat light towards the, clearing of the matter, which 
is before us, we fhill therefore here infertit, word for word as itis . 
written with Mr. Cottens own hand, Itis that which folleweth. 


“To ourReverend and Beloved Brethren the Elders . 
“with theteft of the Churchof Dorche/tér.. 
“* Grace dnd péace from God our Father and from. 
“© the Lord lefusCbrift ourSaviour.. | 


¢¢ The Cafe of Confcience which you propounded to our.Confide- . 
“ration, { to wit, whether a Grand-Father being a member ofa Chri- . 
< ftian Church, might claim Baptifm to his Grand-Child, whofe next; 
“¢ Parents be mot received into Church Covenane | ha’s been delibe- . 
“rately treated of in our Church Affembled together publickly in the 
“name of Chrift.. And upon dueand ferious difcearfe about the poitt, | 
““it feeme d good unto us all withone accord,and agreeable(aswe believe) 
“tothe word of the Lord, chat the Grand-Father may lawfully claim . 
“that priviledge.to his Grand-childin fuch a €afe, ‘yet with thefe . 
*“twoCantions, Firlt,caat the Grand-child baptized by right of the 
“* Grand-fathers Covenant, be Committed to the Grand:fathers edu-, 
cation; foras Godinthe Covenant of Grace. undertaketh to bea . 
“¢. God, unto the Believer and his feed, fo by the Rule ef Relatives, the - 
*« Tenour of the Covenant requireth that the Believer, do undertake . 
<< thathim(elfand his Secd do give up themfelves to become the peoe. 
“pleof the Lord, waich he cannot undertake, in behalfof his Seed, 
tunlefs they be committed to hiseducation. 2. Tiis ether Caution . 
salle wa cenctive to be roqeidte, tha¢ the Parents of the Child, do 
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"Concerning the Subje? of Baptifm. 
“not thereby take oceafion to neglect the duc and {eafonable prepara- 
“ tion of themfelves for entrance into Covenant with God and his 
“€€ Church: thefe Cautions premifed and obferved, the Baptilme of 
“¢ the Grand-child by right of his Grand-fathersCovenant, we believe 
“to be warranted from the nature and tenour of the Covenant of 
“© Grace by this Reafon, where therg is a Stipulation of the Covenant 
“on Geds part, and reftipulation ef the’ Covenant on mans patt, 


there may be an obfignation of the Cevenant on beth parts, orin__ 


¢ plainer words, where there is an offer of the Covenant on Geds part, 
“and areceiving and undertaking ef the Covenant on mans part, there 
““ may be a fealing of it onboth parts? But hereis an offer of the 
- Covenant on Gods part, Gen.i7.7. where Ged fays, that he will be 
© aGodto e4braham, that is, tothe Believer and his Seed, and by 
'€ Seed is not there meant the next Seed only, but Seeds Seed’ alfo to 
“many Generations, I/ai.s9.21, And here is likewife a reeciving 
“® and undertaking of the Covenant‘on mans part, feeing the Grand- 
“ father reeeiveth the Covenant by his faith, and by the profeftion of 
“his faith, and by his defire of the Seal of the Covenant toftrengthen 
- © his faith, end he andertaketh alfo the keeping of the Covenant, in 
“ bringing uphis Grand-child as much asin him lieste live and walk 
¢ as himfelf does, as one of Gods people, accordisg to the Tenowr of 
‘es the Covenamt,from whence the €onclufien evidently followeth,that 
“ therefore Baptifme may there be Adminiftted to Seal up the Cove- 
‘nant, where theGrand-father receives the Covenant, & undertakes to 
“bring up his Grawd-cbild im the faith and obedience of the Covenant. 
 Againft this Argument it was obje€ted byfome what the Apoftle 
writes, s Coriz. ng. where ifboth the -husband.andthe wife, who 
‘Care the next Parents of the Ghild be unbelieving, the Child is pro | 
‘6 nounced unclean, and therefere uncapable of the holy Covenaar, | 
“and of the holy Seal of it, whereto it was anfwered that the word in» 
“the Text. tranflated: anbelieving is in the Original Infidel. Now | 
there is a difference betweenan lofidel anda Carnal Chriftian, as then | 
“was amougst the lews adifferencebetweenan Alcathtnanda Carnal 
“ Fraelite. Though the Child be unclean where both the Parents | 
“are Pagans and Infidels, yet we may net account fuch Parents for Pa- | 
tt ecns and Infidels, whe are themfelves baptized, and-prifess their belief 
6 ofehe Fundamental Articles of the Christian Faith, and live without 
“ notorious Scandalous Crime, though they give uot clear evidence of 
“ their vegenerate effate, nor are convinced of the aeceflity of Church 
‘ Covenant. -After this Anfwer giver, there wasne farther reply 
aon A 2. ; again 
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Mr. Cottons Iadgcment » 
“againftthe point in hand; but onthe contrary, fome of the Brethren. 
“‘exorefling their Confents with Addition of other Reafons, and all of 
*¢ them by their filence, we dotherefore profefs it tobe the judgement of 
“Comer Charch, and as we beliév agreeable ro the word of God: (fach 


4 Cautions being obferved as hatch been mentioned ) that the Grand-. 


if Father a member of the Church, may claim the priviledge of Bapiifme 
of to bis Grand-Childy though bis ucxt Seed the. Parents of tbe Child be 


“ porveceived thern{elves into Church Covenant. | Wherein neverthele {fs : 


“we delice, foto be underftood, not as) prefaming to judge others, 
“who happily may be of different. opinion inthis point, or to dire 
“vou, who are by.the grace of God given to you, able to direct your 
46 felyes andus.alfo in the Lord, butas willing in.meeknefs of wifdome 
“to fearch out the truth of! God swith you, and in brotherly. Love to 
 fatisfy your requeltiand-demand touching this Queftion, 0.” 
© 16 Now: theGod of truth and peace Lead you into all truth, and go 


-“Conto buildup his holy Kingdomeinthemidf of you in the graci- 


N 


“ord Jefus, In whomwereft, Mi 1 BRE 
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ous Adminiftration of all his holy Ordinances amongft you ia the : 


Jethe Name ofthe Charel 


“tn Now. this is a preat-Teftimony, for if Anno 1634. which was . 


“among the Primitive Times of thefe Churches, ifthena Grand-Fa- 
ther, fuch Cautions being obferved;as have bees mentioned, being a 


‘member of a Gharch might'claim the Priviledgeef Baptifme to ‘his | 


‘prand Child, though his next Seed the Immediate Parents of the 
Child be net received themfelves into full Communien, if then alfo it 
weretrue, that there isa difference between an Infidel anda Carnal 


Chriftian asthen was amongit the Jews,a difference between aii" Heas 
then anda Carnal Ifraelite, and that we may not-aecountfach: Parents . 


fer Piginsand Infidels, and fonot their Children for unclean, whe are 


them (elves baptized, and profefs their belief of the Fundamental Arti. 


cles of the Chrifian Faith,and live without notorious-fcand sousicrime, 


though they give nor-cleat Evidence of their Regencrate Eitate, if this 


were true dottvine, Asto 1634, Pofterity willfee, who are the Apo- 
frates from the firft Pringiples of New-Enyland, whether they whofe 
Principles are foran Enlargement of Bapcfmeunto fome, whelencxt 


Parents | 
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Concerning the Subjeék of Baptifmes s 
‘Parents are not fit for the Lords Supper, or they that de oppofefuch a me 
practice. | , ae. f 
Thereis alfo to be feen another large and Judicious Letrer of Mr. Cot- i 
tons written witb his ewn hand toa Friend of hisin England touching 
accommodation and Communion between thefe of the Presbyierian, oe 
and Congregational perfwafion,T he Letter bears ditethe 8.1). mcneth aes 
1648. and thercin Mr. Cot.on delivers. his, jud ementin twelve pro- : ia 
ofitions, which are teo large here to be inferted, only the cighth of see 
thefe Propofitions being direCily to our purpol,we fhallhere traaferibe | 


it, Lhe words of itare thele, “If the godiy members of a Congregation 





“fgrmerlySubject to Epifcopacy,repenting of their finful fubordinati- 
& en thereto fhall be ftudious of Reformation,and fhall folemaly Cove- 
“ nant to endeavour the fame, and fhall choofe their former godly Mi- | d 
_ “nifters,iato the Paftors & Teackers office,it is not neceflary they fhould 


cake the ignorant or Carnal members of the Parith into the fellow fhip 
Gof this renewed Election of their Minifters,and yet itis not impro- : 
& bable, but the Miniflers may perform fome Minifterial acts to then, \ 
. as not only to preaeh the ward to them, but ( happily ) alfo to baptize iH 
Crheir Children. For fuch members are like the Church members, Ba 
' & with us baptized in their Fafincy, yet not received tothe Lerds Sup- & 
“per, when they come to Age, nor admitted.te fellowfhip of voting ‘ 


“in Admiffions, Elections, Cenfures, cillthey come to. profefs their | 
¢fairh, and repentance, and lay held of the Covenant of their Parents : 


before the Church. And yet they being not caft ont ofthe Charch, 
 “horthe Covenane thereof, their Children may be capable ef. the firft 4 
Seal of the Covenant, fo in this Cafe,till the Parents themfelves grow 1 fe 
“ Scandalous, aad thereby caft off, out of the Covenant of the Church. i 
 Alfotoa Reverend, perfon yet furviving inthis Country, wheina | 
‘Letter bearing date, 4. 4.e Monti 1649. propounded this Queftion, _ a 
A Father that was in the Iedgement of Charity “ one that fearcd tHe 
ford, butno Caurch member, dies and gives his Little Infant toa @ 
““Charch member and Brother of ours, whic! orocher having no Child 4 
< of hisown gladly accepts it, tac queftion is whether fuch a lopted q 
“ Child, may by the will of Gari/t.be baptized or not. Mr. Cottens An« : . 
& (wer wasiathefe words, you Cafe oy baptizing of the Child, of One aq 
“fearing God, and in his deaca giving his Child to a Church member, 4 
ec. | propounded to foms of our fellow Elders, Mr. Wil/ow. Mr. 4 : 
<¢ Blio. andithink Mr. AZa-ber. and as Iremember, they all incli- 
« nedto the Afficmitive, their ground was the [ext in G2it,17,.12,/3. 4 
“for mine OWA part I lean tothe Adicmative 5 as you pur the Cale, 4 
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“Mr. Cotrons Fuidgement 


“& the Parent of this Child was notan Indian or Pagan, but a Chriftian, 


“ and baptized himfelf, and fo confederate with fucha Churehas we 


“renounce not, and I do nor diffwade the minifiring of the Seal of the 
~ & Covenant,where the Govenant it felf is not wanting, 2-¢- 


Likevife in another Letter, which is extant,under Mr. Cotsons own 


‘hand writing, to one who thus objected, Carnal children ar€ not fit to 
“renew their Covenant, whilft they are unfit to partake in the Seal of 


the Covenant, ec. He replies in thefe words, “ Though they be not 


fit to make fuch profesfion of vifible faith, asto edmit them to the 
& Tords Table, yee they may make profeffion fullenoughto receive 
“them to Baptifme, orto the fame cftare Ifmael ftoodin after Eire 


“ cumciflion. 

~ And to one who-complained of being inthe dark about the truth 
affertedin Mr. Cottons printed Book concerning the Baptifme of In- 
fants, and that amongft other made this Objeetion, “when ¢ faid that 


©. Scrupler ) a child comes to know that his Parents are-no vifible 
“6 Saints, but appear to be contrary both in Lifeand Bccirine, andthe 


“ children had only words and water.poured on them, how came thefe 
“¢ perfons to have right to ir, the Parents haying no vifible faith to act 


in that Ordinance, and their children likewife being uncapakle, to 
*¢ hold forth the a€ts of faith beforemen. He thus Anfwereth, /ero« 


“ boam and his wife were neither of them vifible Saints, in your Senfe, 


“but appeared to be contrary both in Life and Dodérime, yer the Cir- 


“ cumctfion of their Seu-was netin vainto him, 2 Kings 14.73. In 
“€ this Cafe when the faith of the Parents is wanting, and yet they fill 
“live withinche Paleof the Church, though the Church be Corrupt, 


“Cand the Parents alfo, yet here the Speech of the epofile takes place, 


“¢ what though fome believed not, fhalthetr unbelief make the faith of 
“t Gol of none effedt, God forbid, Rora.3.354. now the Faithfulnefs of 
“© God who keepeth Covenant and mercy to thoufands, fupplies the de- 
“ fe& of the Faith of the next Parents, and maketh good bis Covenant 
“tothe Children in refpect of the Faire of their former Anceftors in 
Hider, ages is 
But againft chisfome may objecta paflagein Mr. Cottons Book of 
the way of the Churches, pag. 81. where itisfaid, where neither of the 
Parents can claim right to the Lords Supper, their Infants cannot claim 
right to Bipti/me, therefore it may feem, thar Mr. Cottons Indgement 
was not as hath been now declared. Unto this,tet the judicious Reader 
attentively hear the Anfwer,which is,(z.) Inthat very Book of Mr.Cot= _ 
‘tens, there are fundry paflages which plead for an Enlargement of Bap- 
dijaie, 
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Concerning the-Subjcd of Bapnfme.: 
Bavtifme, further thento the Immediate Children of pecfons in full 


Com nunion, even to the Children of fach Parents wha have fuch a faith 


at denominateth thew Curiftian Belicvers in oppofition to Pagan Infi- 
dels, yea, ifthsre be a Chriftian Sponfor for the Child of a Stranger, of 
wicked man, it may be baptized, feethe way, pag.87.88.10 6,115. 

2 diy. That Book.of the way was printed from an imperfedt Copy, in 
which refpectit is not to be wondced at, if thereb: therein fome paf-- 
faves contradittory to Mi. Cottons kaown Iudgement. ( 3.) Mr. Co:ton 


himfelf was much troubled when he faw that Book .come forth, and- 
was delirous thatthe Reader fhould underftand that his Judgement in» 


fuchthings, wherein the Book of the way is difcrepane ftom that of the 


Keyss, hould be fought for,notin the Boskof the way, but in that of 
the Keys. And that no one may think that thefethings are Imaginary, . 
orconjetura/ only, let us hear Mc. Corton {peaking in his own words - 


inhis printed defence againgt the Imputations of Mr. Cawarcy written 
not long before his death, and Publifhed by Doctor Owen, In which 


Book paz. 36.37;3 839+ The truthis ( faith Mr. Cotrow } that ma-~ 


“ny “yeais ago | was ferioufly moved by fome of our Brethren and 
&.Feliow Elders hereto draw up an Histovical-narration of ourChurch 

& way, together with fom: familiar Grounds of the fame bricfly. In 
< thoretime'as God helped, I difpatched it, which when our Brethren 


“had perufedit; [faw-they did aot clofe with it, yet a Brother going - 


& fot England, got fome where,a Copy of it, and prefented it to fome 
of che Congregational.way there, and | afterwards heard, neither did 
“ they clofe withit, and-in particular not with that paflage which is 
(Chere recited----- which fince appeareth more openly, by the Affe- 
“yjsk-put upon that paflage, and ugen fuadry other in the Book, but 
“before I faw that, aad had only heard, that they did not fully ac- 
cord, Thoped that it had met with a timely Suppreffion,rather then an 
« Impreffios, fer I heard no more of it, for two or three years after. 
mean while perceiving that one main point of dt[[atisfadion,was the 
& Authority given tothe Frarernity,| contiered more fe-tou/ly and di 
<<. LinGly of the whole power of the Keys, and exprefled my appreben- 
“ fansin thartreatife-of che Keys which our Brethren here did well ac- 
écepr, and fodid the Brezbren of like Judgement in Eng/and, and 
«fome of chem were pleafedto atreftit, with the Preface that isnow 
Me xtant hefore it... .This was fuadry years after the Tre 4- 
et rife of te way nad been Snihed;and carryed to Eazland, and as I ho- 
ét.5ed fuppreff'-d, but it feemeth fome. Brother th eve-- caufed his Copys 
which wasindeed abraptinthe Lutragce, aud iciperfee™. otherwile 
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Mr. Hookers Fadgement 
to be publifhed in print, which when I faw, it troubled me neta lit: 
“tle, as knowing thatthe difcrepane Expreffions in the one, and inthe. 
© other, might trouble Friends, and give Advantages to Adverfaries. 
‘<I fuffered both to ftand asthey did, efpecially, fecing I could not 
“‘ help it, the Bookof the way being publifhed without my Confent, and. 
“ both the way-and the Keys paftmy revoking, fo that if the Replier 
“find fome-diferepancy in-one of thefe Books fromthe other, Let 
“ him-know that the,Dotrine of the way, in fach few points, wherein 
“it differs fromthe Keys, was not mine, when the Keys was publi- 


“fhed, much lefs when the way was publifhed, which was many years 


* after, though it had been penned. many years before. . 

Thus much may faffice for the clearing of Mr. Cottons, judgement, 
concerning the Subjeét of Bapti{me. Inthe fame year, and in thefame 
‘Veflel, with Mr. Cotten came intothis Country that famous Mr. 
Thomas Hock:y \are Paftor of the Church in Hartford upon Conne- 
icot. Now thatin Mr. Hookers judgement, the Ghildren concerning 
whom the Queftionis, have a continued ftanding, and memberfhip in 
the vifible Church (upon which hinge the Controverfy about the En 
largement of the Subjc of Baptifme turns) isevident frem a paflage 
in his moft Judicious and accurate Survey of Church Difctpline, in 
which Book “ pag. 4%. are thefe words, in fome Cafes (faith Mr. 
“ Ffooker ) an Implicit Covenanr, may be fully Sufficient, as Suppofe 


“4 whole Congregation fheuld confift-of fach, who were Children to 


“¢ the Parents now diceafed, who were Confederate, their, children 
“were true-members, according tothe Rules of the Gofpel by pro- 
¢ feffing of their Fathers Covenant, though they fhould not make any 
 pevfonal and vocal Eecprefion of their Engagement,as the Fathers did. 
Allo helaysit downfora A¢axim that faderatt (unt baptizand: pro- 
ving by feveral Argumeutsthat Confederates are the proper Subj é of 
Bapeifme, fee in the fame Book, part g. pag.1s.22: Now ifthey that 


are Confederate, and members of the, vilible Church, havea right to 
_ Baptifme, and if alfo che Childrenin.Qusfion ace Confederate; and 
_mimbersof the wifthle Church, both whichare affirmed by Mrs Hook: 
_ ev, itmuft needs bethat in his Judgement, the Children in Queftion 


shave right to Baptifme. «| ne * nih ol bee dees” 
At the fame Time, andinthe fame -Veflel with Mr.) fotton and 


Mk... Hooker, there came, the godly, learned, Mr. )S aatmel Stoue, late 
_ Teacher of the Church in Maytford,concerning-v7 yom,what his, Judge- 


ment was, touching the now, agitated Controverfies, is known from 
his praClice in, che laft years of his 


Life, . And that his Judgement was 


| suitable 












Concerning the Subje of Baprifme 
‘fuitable to that practice matiy yeats before his deceafe, appears from 
a Letter of his written to the Reverend Mri A4ather of Dorchefter, and» 


bearing date fune6. 1650. Inwhich Letterhe thus ¢xprefleth him= 


felf. ** fConcetvs, (faith Mr. Stoxe) that Children of Church mem- 
oe havetight to Church member flip by virtue of their Fathers Co- 
& venant, it beiny pranted chat they are ined brabams Covenant, the 
“have Adeimberfhip by Birth, Gal.2.1§. (2 aly.) God is their God, 
“Gen.ry:7. ¢ 3 aly. ) fhey tare Branches, Romrt. (-4.) they are 
oe Sabjects of Chrifis vifi.le Kingaome, Ezek.37.2§. Hence, | 
ee 7, Ir chey' be Es ‘ited toa@hurch, and Claim their Intereft, 
rhey cannot be decayed, according to the Rules of the Gofpel: 
ae. Deuce Hficte bath been atinfalnegiect in New-England of fuch 
pa 2 Wlaae wiio frave eit tier iot been preleated, or not Reccived, 


‘when the ey have claimed the fright. ‘Tfpake wich Mr wasbam, 


“and we queftion not the r: ght of Children, out we Concéive ‘it 
would be Comfortable to havetome Coneikente! which isthacwe 
pave ade for a Long Tims. Aad Lthisk uniefs there may be 

me Gonference of Eldei AGA yearn the Bay about it,that wemay 


14 


practice accor rdiag to their idechent: i.e, take in allfuch Chil- 
are on as members, lnucirdefire that there may be fome meeting of the 
“ Biders this year, that thele things maybe Conficered and fetied in 
“ thet itt ches, according ro'the mind of Chriit) ‘@e.  Thefe things ' 
do {eicien: a4 uae out was the Fudgenment of My. Cotton, Mr: 


Hevker, and Mr. Sone, whe all three ¢ Cas was intimated ) Came in-* 


to New--£ Ae nthe fame Veffel; adnno 1633. Aud they may’ 
judily be reckoned amongtt the pd: of New-Englands Woribies. 
‘Inthe year 1634. Ged brought into this © country three more of our 
Worihies Aagther Tit umytyate not nalike the former, viz. 777, Ada- 
cher, Adv. Norton and Wr. Shepard, whofe Judgement touching the ’ 
Qazsition before as,th af it did Concur with the Dorie of the late § Sy- 
nod, will appear from fhe Sequel, 
As tor Me Maih;+ late Tea icner of the Church in Dovebs Ster, what 
he Ap ppiel sen(ians of that Revevena may of God were Concern ing the 
prelent. Sontrover fie i nhfs Lat ter Timeiswell kis win oT he vas neh nts 
S dean opinion that the Bde ante aying 
 marwere  Oraculous; becaufe the: Soul near its t7 aif ibav alton erowel 
more Divine.) Be thar Notion as itis, yet ne 69) 7 rt oF th 
bleffed man to his Son, js of.wei; vite Confider mien, And that Mr. Ata- 
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Mr. Adarbers Judgement, 


‘Baptifme, in his la@-years only, bat that he was of the fame. Judge-.. 
ment four and twenty years and more, before his deceafe, is evident 
from feme) AZanufcripts of his left written with his owa hand, For that 
Roverend Author didin the year 1645, prepare for the Prefs am élabo-. 
vate difeourfewhichhe entitwleth, A plea for the Churches of C briftin 
New-England, and in the fecend part of that difcourfe, which con-.. 
tains po/itive groands from Scripture and, Reafon for the luffification of ©, 


the wayof the Churches of Chrift in New-England, there is this Queftion ,, 
propounded, | ei ek ae 
“ @ueft. When chofe that were baptized in Infaney by the Cove- 
Sant of theit Parents being come te Age,are not yet found fitto bere- ,, 
« ceived to the Lords Table, although they be matried and have Chil- 
** dren, whether are.thofe their Children to be baptizedorno. . The 
“ Anfwerisinthefe werds, | propound to Confideration this Reafon .. 
<¢ferche edfirmative, viz. That the Children of fuch Parents ought. 
«to be baptized: the Reafonis, the Parents as they were bornin the 
»< Covenant, fo they fill continue thereia, being neither caft out, nor 
< de(erving fo tobe, andiffe, why fhould not their Children be bapti- 
Sézed, forifthe Parents be in Cevenaiit, are not the Children fo hke- _ 
<< wife? Is net the Tenour ef che Covenant, | will be a God to thee aud 
to by Seed? Isnotthe Text, plains Alb.2.39. the promife is to you 
<« and to your Children. And ifthefe Childcen be in the Covenant, _ 
«¢ why fhould they not be admitted to the Seal of the Covenaat, “Sith, 
“they are partakers of that,, which is oae main ecouad, Why other In= — 
&¢ fants ave admitted thereto #doth it mot fcem uarcafonable that thefe | 
<Jnfants being partakers of the ground of Baptife as well as others, 
«hat neverthelefs others fhould be admitted and thefe be refufed > If : 
K¢ocherlnfants were admitted coBaptifme upon fome round, whereof 
<< chefe were not pattakers,then there might beReafon to make a diffe- 
“rence between thefe Infants and others,but if the ground &Reafon of. 
“ admitting others,be Gommon to thefe as well as to others, it feems 
«hen to be Reafonable,that,thele as well as others fhould {hare in the 
“priviledge. Lf their Parents wer caft out of the Churef byCenfures, - 
< or falla away from thefame by wilful Apofacy and Schifm?, or 
“¢ deferying to be Calt aut by reafon of Scandal, then there Were more © 
« Reafonthat their [fants fhould be excluded from the Seal: Bur fith © 
<€ no fuch thing can be faid of the Parents of whom we fpeak, a 200d 
& Reafon fhould be given, why their Infants are debarred ? for ifitbe . 
“ faidrhe Parents are not Coatirmed members, nor have yet been 
“ found fit for the Lords Table, I conceive this aceds nok Fo ee 
arya hh “signe ‘aes o at et ee : cir 
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- ‘Concerning the Subje® of Baptifme. & ad 
‘ectheir Infants from Bapti/me fo longas they, I mean the Parents do 
« neither renounce the Covenant, nor doth the Church fee juft Caufe 
6¢ro Caft them out from the fame;for it is not theParents fitnefs for the 
< rords Supper, that isthe ground of baptizing their Children, but the 
“Parents and fo their Childgen being in the Covenant, thisis that 
<< which is the main’ ground thereof; and as long as this dori Conti- 
‘pe, not diffolved by any Charch Cenfwre againft them, mor by any 
Scandalous Sin of theits, fo long the Children may be baptized.-- 
~ Thefe words are to be feen written with Mr. Afathers own bund, 
‘Anno 1645. Now if tix and twenty years ago ina Bock written is _ i 
defence of the Churches ix New England, dud in juftification of tho way When this : 
of -befe Churches, it were truc Doétrine that perfons might have right Colledtion of j 
to Baptifme for their Children, and yet themfelves net be fitfor the Tetmonits @™p 8 
‘Lords Table. If fix and twenty years agoe, this was written ina wds firft come 
‘Book, whofe whole defigne was to Juttifietbe way of thefe Churches, poled, tt was mo 
how thencan it befaid, that the prefent pleading for fuch Ealarge- bu: 26 years 4 
‘ment of Baptifme is any Apoftacy from Primitive Principles? Alfo the bat now it it © 
fame thing was Affertedand urged by this Reverend Aushor in his 29 years 
Model of ‘Church Government prefented tothe Synod, Anno 1647. fince thad 
Andinthe years 1648. and 1649. he did frequently in his pabiick, Book. was 
Ministry in Dorchefter thus inftruct bis people as isto be feen inthe writter, 
“Seymon Noted left wrrtten propria manu, Aadinthe year i653. ra 
this Queftion was fully, largly, and Elaborately difcaffed by the fame 
Author. Alfoina Lettertoa Friend, bearing date 30th. 5 ALoneth 
‘1651. He thus expreffeth himfelf, “¢ for my part my thoughte-have 
“been this long Time, that our Churches in general do fall fhort in 
‘“Crheir practice of that which the Rule requires inthis particular, ¥ 
s© which I think onght tobe thus, vz, that. the Children of Church a 
“members fubmitting themfelves to the Difcipline of Chrift in the | 
6 Charch, by an act of their own, when they are grownupto mens | 
& ang womens Eftate, ought to be watched over as other membrrs,and | 
‘sto have their Infaats baptized, but themfelves not vo be received to 
Cha Lords. Fable, nor to voting inthe Church, till by the man fetta- | 
“rion of Faith and Repentance,they fhallapprove themfelves tobe fit | 
forthe fame. But we have nor yet thus practiced, bur are now 4 
\ 
{ 
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“ Confidering of the matter, and of fending to other Churches for ad- 
éyice, Help us I pray you with your prayers tat we may Bave grace 
“rodifcern, anddo the Lords mindand will herein. Sothatin tae 


year 1657. it bad for a long Time been tne Judgement of this Seer, i 
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Mr, Mathers ludgemtent-. | | 
right tethe Lords Supper for themfelves. But again this Tefimony : 
fome may object a paffagein Mr. AZacbers printed, Catechifme, paz, 
gi. This holy. man was fenfible that fomedidtake Advantage from 
an Exoreffion therein, to.impute unto him a coange of Iudgement, 
touching this Qacftion, which .had it been fo indeed, ed meliara 
tranfire wullus pude-, tt isno difbonour to aay manto change forthe 
better, but conceraing this Queftion, that Reverend mai altered not, 
but was allaloug of the fame Apprehenfion, wherefore knowing in his 

‘ ownheartthathe was of the very fame Judgement, when that Cz- 
sechifme was written, asin his lati years hewasof, he therefore lefta 
Mfanufcript in-his Study toclear.himfelf from tach an Imputation, 
which forhis Vindication, we fhall therefore here Infezteand publith, 

a he words are as foliow. : | 

“ThisQueftion who sugit to be baptized being chusAnfwered inaCa 
“ seebifmey Viz, menol ycats. when onec: they are converied to. the 
“¢F aithand joyned.to the Coureojind tnch lafents whofeParents ,both, 

«= “orone of them are {o.Coaveried anc q:yned: Lie Quefilen therefore 
“nowis, whether this Anfweriffouud and true, do infer that the 

“ Children of Perfons Cosesried and toyacd to the Charcb being 

“now: efdult, and having Chiteen, may not be fo qualified, as te 

“havethefe their Children Baptized a‘ore they who are now the Pa 

“rents, be fit for the Lords Sapper, orifbe thar Antwered the Queftt 

“ on in the Catechifme as above, do think they may, doth not this in- 

‘fer a changein that mans Apprehenfion, from what ic formerly was? 

© Anfwer. Icfeems nozat allto infer any fach change 

“1, Becaufethefe Apprebenfions are ve way contrary to one auothers 
vor at all Inconfiften: : For ifaman fay, thatthe Children laft men- 
<“ tioned may be baptized; this does not at all infer, that men of years 

‘converted to the Faith, and Joyned to the Church, may not be bap- 

“ tized, nor thatf{ych Infants may not be baptized, whofe Parents, 

<t one,orboth,are fo Converted and joy ned, Nor ifaman Anfwer that 

“ fuch asthe Catechifme {peaks of may be baptized, docs this infer, 

“that thofe others may not, there is no Colour fuce, no jut ground 

«< for fach Confequence, 10 mare then if onethould fay, that fuch as 

és are become Belicvers by hearing the Word. preacted are to be bap- 
ized,( whicais a very Truth; 44.2.4 and-8.12,37 -and 18 8.) it 
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Concerning th: Sub jek of Baptifme. 


, a fact as feed Chrift when bungry,cloath bint being naked, fhall be faved 


“in Eleaven, which are very crue, AZatrb. 7.21. aud. 25,345 XG. 


“doth this prove that Little Iufants, and the Thief upon the Cr aft 


*muftnot befaved, becauferhe one through Ssheclits of Age, and. 
iy the ocher through want of opportuniiy, did not per form. the thus 
“mentioned, it doth not prove itat all, burrhar Salvation z Hea 
“may be the-Portion of thefeas wellas of the others ; even fo thouzh 


c x j 
r _ fuch as the Gatechifme fpcaks of, are to be baptiacd, it doth noe 
f aS 
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6 thence fellow, bur thatrh: O: rdinance maybe ai ne if d, 
“¢ fancs of fuch membersChildren as are mentione Hae d ther 
é di ipenied ta fue, . this is no denyal Tee eyes Hrasthe kl: 


iene 5. 


Sc ebiime (peaks of, may be pape izzd,fo-that here is a9 Contradi€tion 


: “Inference; as-ii, the words bed been thus, only thefe, or wone bat 


“inthe year #6 50. had fund: ry Times be efore in the years ae Hes 
euth 


““ between the things Alisdged, bur that,bothmay be crue and coa- 
Cs {53 ato gether, | 
“2 aiy. Itethe wotds inthe Catechifme had any 2xcl: free parti 
“cle in them, een had. been for mg more grou ind or Colour for the 
“. thefe are to be baptizcd? but any fuch Evclefve or Negat:2 ve par 
“ticle there is none, tate therefore the Colleétion or Inference from 
“th em which is made is grou: ndlefs, 
“¢ 3dly, The Author of the aforefaid Catechifme which was printed 


1649, publickly delivered his Judgement, both by word of m 


“and by writing that fach Children of Church embers might have 


“their Infants baptized, though themielves were not yet recci ved to 


“the Lords Super, andfodivers Times again in the years follow- 
“ing. And therefore it isnot probable, taat whatis expreiled in the 


__ faid ees ifme fhauld be incended by him to have fasha meaning 


“as is quite Contrary to whathimfelfhad pablickly PF Hivered Both 
i a dnd after, and thatatfundry Times, and § in‘f everal ways. 
6 4ly. Other Authors of much worth for polincf {3 and 1 LAV HIAL, 
Sever HE C04 if fos as iny Bape Fa 4€ tofucnG hilareit is of Ch A ‘eh KUMI S pase a “@ 
““fooken of, ye cham Hae iiwer Co that Qoieflion, who ought io hs banti2a a 
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Mr. Aathers Fudgement 


= till chey profefs their Faich in Christ, and obedience to bin, But In- 
‘ fants defceading from parents, either both, or but one of them ‘pro- 


“ fejling Faithim Chyif?,and obeaience to kim, arc in that refpect with- 


cia the Covenant; andtobe baptized- Larger Catechifme. Thele 

4 soe eee : : 

: words we fee are not farre unlike to thofe in the Catechifme before 
& mentioned, and yetic were a Colledtion farr from their nacariing, to 


“gather from thele words,that none fhould have Baptt/me for their 
< Children, except themfelves were fit for the Lords Supper: Sure fuch 
‘San Apprehenlion was never taught nor intended by them; why then 
“¢ fhouid it be thought te be Contained in the words of the aforefaid 
“ Catechifme, or deducted from them,, when as the words there, and 
Sinthele Reverend Aurbors are fo very like, even fo very like, thae 
“the Coledion or deduction mentioned is either found and jut from 
“ both, or from neither. 

“ 5 ly, ifthe Parentsfpoken of may:notwithftandiag their unfirnefs 
& for chat Ordinance-ef the Lords Supper, yet be truly faid to be Con- 
“ verted tothe Faith, and joyned bo the Chareb, then the appearance of 
<t Contradictions at an end, Now forthe one of thefe Qualifications, 
“ viz, Thatthey be Converted tothe F gith, if Faith be taken as it of- 
fren isforthe ‘Doétrine of Faith, as AG. 6.7. Ind.3. then itis eyi- 
“« dent that the Parents fpoken of, arenot deftitute of ‘this Faith, be- 
“ caufe it is required of them, that they underfland the Dedrine of 
“ Pgith, and publickly profefs their Afsent thereto; And if Faith be 
taken for the grace of Faibinthe heart, why may they not be faid 
“ go have Faithin this Senfe alfo, feeing itis required of them, that 
éheGdes their underftanding the Doétrine of Faith, and their pro- 
“ felling their Afsent thereto, that they muft alfo not be Scandalous 
“in Life, but folemaly own the Covenant, and therein give Up them- 
‘¢ felyes and their Children to the Bord. And doesnotthis imply 


“s¢fome beginning of Faith? Can perfons have allthefe Qualifications, 


é¢ and yet for all this be utrer/y deftitute of the grace of Faith? Itfeems 
& not {uitable to Charity to judge fo. And inasmuch as men have 
neither Faith, nor any thing that sood isby Nature, therefore they 
% shat have it may be faid to be converted tot, aad‘fo the Parents, the 
“ baptizing of whole Children isin Queftion, are not without the one 
© of the Quali “..$ions mentioned in the Catechifme, viz, of being 
<< Converted to the Fai:b. And for the other, v7. of being joyned to 
uc the Chureh, this cannot be denyed touching thefe. Parents, for as 
ct much, as by means of the Covenant, whicn takes 10 Parents and 
© Childsen, they have beco either bora in the Church, of ae ce 














, Concerning the Subjett of Buaptifaee 
“theirInfaney, and fo they were joyaed to the Church, If fo, they 
continue ftill, being neither Caft our, nor deferving fotobe, and: 
“therefore their Infants arethe Children of Pagents joyned. to the 
«Church, And left ic fhou'd be faid, that though they werein the 
“ Church in their Infancy and mimorty, yetnow being Adult, they. 
<< fall out, or go out by theinown defaul’, in neglecting the duty per- 
taining to the Adult, therefore fur the preventing of this, itis here 


<tfaid, that they folemnly owned the Covenant before the Church, | 


< and therein give up themfelves and their Children to the Lord, ec. 
sap blick at of their own, in refpect of 
‘6S that here isa perfonal and publick act of their own, In Feip 
«che Covenant, and givieg up themfelves cand their Childrea to the 
« Lord, by their ewan act, with a Subjection of themlelves tothe Gv- 


< vernment of Cbrift in his Church, whereby it appears that as thele: 


« Parents were inthe Church in their minority, and were never fince 


« Caft out, fo neither are they fallen out by their own negleci, Bur. 
« do manifeft theic Continuance in the Church, and inthe Covenant 


E ( ar ; £ ¥ 
by their own perfonal act. . And fo the other Qualification of Pam 


«rents, whofe Children are to be baptized, which the Catechifme - 


«mentioned, isfoundiathe Parents {poke of, viz. that they are 


i d. hat affirms thaa . 
< perfons joyned to the Church, and therefore he t 
ct thete nd have their Children baptized, does not Contraditt.: 


& she fore-mentioned ‘Catechifme at all, noris there any thing in the. 
« Catechifme again& the baptizing of thele Children, a ee 

This which ha’s been exprefled,may be fufiicient for the vindication 
ofthat Reverend and Alogoured perjon. 


We proceed rhereforeto Mr. Nortows Iudgement concerning the - 
refent Cantroverfy, and that the Apprehenfions ofthat ludicions and | 


Eazle eyed Seer did Concur with thofe Servants of the Lord, ae 
have been mentioned, is apparent, both from what himfelf did ottea 


publickly teach,not only in Bojfon,but in Ipfwich; and from a Script - 


- | tide eee ae | ¥ ef j « 
compofed eno 1654. by that learned band, which becaule this 4 


, . ’ + P fe ¢ ay 
; COT 7 d manner oi toat 
eute, clear, and diftin®, ( according to tne wonted mai 


; haa) Re Ge a ' m 
therefore here Infert at: It is that which follows. | 


yeat Author ) end becaufe it was never yet publithed, we fhall.. 


Quek. Wherher the Children of Parents in Church Covenant are, 


Chuvch mensbirs and og nt to be baptized. 


e 7 | a : 1, 7 ict 
«& Anfw, Childrea of Parents'in Chureh Covenant are Churca 
Fe, Le kare ; ba an xy eay ‘ ds wUoca coe 

& members, and ought to be baptized. This An wer ftands upoat 


& oroof of thele five propofitions. ee ee 
Fy. Children are capaile of Confederating in apublick perfoa.. 


9. Childress 
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“Mr. Nortonsludgement 

‘2, 'Childven by divine Inftirution bave Confederated, and'do Bil) Cope 
federate imtbcir ‘Parents as publick gerfons. is ai 
3. By virtue of thisConfeder ution Children ave made Church members, 
4. The member flip of Childven Confederating in theiv Parentsis @ 

diftinct member fhip from the member {hip of heir Parents 
5. This diftirct member hip gives them a proper right unto Zaprifree, 
foasthey are baptized by their own right, and not by the right of their 
P arents- | 

‘Propohtien, I. 


1.“ Children ave capable of Confederating ina publick per[in: 

“A publick perfon is when fome one ofa Society doth by the 
“ Law in fuch an Act ftand for the whole Society, So he thar is but one 
“perfon Phyfically, is Politically as many perfensas the Law makes 
“nim, Since Religion and Reafon beth allow and require bumaye 
“ Zaws to create fuch publick perfons for the good of the Community, 
““mnch more may we fee Caufe, why they may be conflicuted, by 
“the divine Law of him, whofe Sole Prerogative it is, that he may | 
¢ do whatfoever he pleafeth., 

2, “That Childrexabougk they are uncapable of (onfederating in 
St hetr proper Perfons, yet are Capable of Confederating in a publick. 
“" perfon, appeareth, aad | 

x. “From the nature of God, whofe willis the Rule of Rules, and 
“Redfon of all Reafons, sonne cuilizet C briftiano imo prophane, pro 
66 demonflr atone {x ficer€ “‘acbet, 

“* Nang quod ulins'{ fe, Adani) voluatas futt noftyd e& nos in illo vo- 
““Tuimus, verum est, fed vatig bujus veritatis, nulla e St preterguam vo- 
“luntas Credtoris, nurg sam aliter jatellizes, juflum fuilfe nos omnes 
“* nafct miferos p-opter nnius hombhis peccatum., 

a,“ From toe Lord fhip of God, who may iwpafe upon the reajonable 
Cvedlure whatfoewer duty he pleafeth- 

3.“ Fromibe nature of a Creature, which owet? ento God what duty 
Che wild call for. | 
4...‘ From the nature of Commaniy, whererhe abjent, yea, thofe that’ 
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“ fGlly,2@ Samar 1, Jolhua o.9,15,18.. lofouabs Covenant with the 
Gib, enites boand Saul, 
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“Concerning the Subjedd of Baptifinr: s : 

j _ . ““Propofition “Il,” :: i, 
oe AN ys VSS F RENE LT OY ss aM ) % ARI et SOyiGs x ( a] » mI 4 th 
9 “ee Children by divine Inf itu' jonah ave Confedey ated, ‘aud : dé fil, Coes : 
“feder ate in their Parents avpublick'Per fons. &. Mankind conlidered I 
“ay Adam, Gen.a.17 0 Rom. 5.02. 1 Cori 5.2200) 8 eh 
og) +8 abrabams Children born in bis houjt, aud: alfo bis Seedin theiv | 
‘S Generations, Confederated bis Abr bara, Gen,17.7;5 ay > Oey in eS : 
gh 8° Tbe Pojtertty of iftachemeredsntu Covenant in thi WG of their i 
AG Progtnitors5 aw Hoied foon after their coming oat of Egypts Le.k-16 ‘ 
“60. the absentand Children yet unborn icucwed Covenant inthe t 
& At oi U/raei tm the plains of Moab, Deut. 29. i" 


4. “© Chiddren Unaer the Gofpel Cenftder ate in their Parents, becaufe i 
coche Cniidren of Parents in Covenant, that promile Gems7.7 i 
“de'dbtiy belonig, SFGN2i!g 9. becdufe theyoare ‘holys 4 (Card 73 14- ' 
‘6¢ which Holimcis cannot be underitood to be any bur external.Holie 
“nef, nor Cin’ thar ex ernal be -reafonably interpreted of ‘any. but - 
“@ Church ‘bolinefs furaote tothe like phrafe, Kow.: 1.16, —_— Be- 
eta ute Child en aré baptized, whiek Baptifmeis the Gofpel Circunt= 
“€ cifion, Col,2.4 4,12, therefore in Church Covenant,, but Covenant 
“ee hey dolor 1H thet proper peetond, therefore in thet publiok pet 
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Nee ah a ae eicit: Porenes OO Why seta oF has elo of ot gad dow 
Hon 5; & Fither “Children Under the Gofpelare Confederate in their, Pat 
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“ty nts,or Childre nm ay gut be baptized or non-members tay. be baptized, 
‘but chifdven. ave to be baptize d,and wor: muembers are not to be bap! infty 
& Therefore Children under the Gofpel 'ate'Confederatesn, their Pas 
*€rentse . That Children ate'to be bapriz edisewith us granted, shat 
6¢ ion members are not to be Baptizedappeareth thus. “EarernalBap 
“46 bife is an extertial Seal of the external, 'not only of the internal Co- 
“ venant, Baptilme as toucking the fubttantial part thereof, fucceeds 
COI: cu neifion in place'and ufe. ‘As'therefore Cireumeifion se 
* Dhied gnly, torluch as<Were We Coventne,fo-fhouldeie wish: PEP» 
“2 diy. “they who ate not Sabjee to the Chare OY Rthin’ sl one. 
no right to Church priviledges,of which Baptifme is aprincips 2 5. 
“but aon members ate not, Subject to Church Government, Theres 
& a AVAGO 1 ; 
ai, © Taey with whomthe Chorehhavenoskingto do, havens 
“@ipfit td that thing which can éntybedone ina Ghoselyas ucns sou 
Me With non-members the Church have nothing to G05: 2 Cor. se 2 #2 
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GIP. “ Ifto baptize in ordinary dl{penfation is only a Shepardly office 


OYA tbbn bo be baptinkdiscthe priviledge ‘onlpof she -FlackBar to 


Shepardly Office:at, 


c Math 28.19.. The Reafonof the. Confequence :is, | Shepardand 
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Confederatio nChildrenare raadeC hurchememe . 
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“EL * That in: Obildr ew which giveth that formof member {hip maketh . 


Children Churchomembers, But Confederation giveth the Form of 


Chueh! meniberfhips:  Eherefore Confederation maketh Children . 
16: CHintch mMemberse/o. C20 | 


m 


NNO SUOTSIGTT 8 Vea ke SAS, Zong 2? . 
Godadeclaveth Children to bein Covenagt 
wish bins to be holy, and to bave right unto Cherchi Privileges, makes . 


¢ ‘| 


« hildien tobe Church members» ,Batupon. Confederation God de- 


 claretteChildren to be in, Coyenant with bimto be holy, and tohave | 


4¢yipht to Church »Priviledges, \GeMat7—, & Cor. 2,14,. JES 4.346. 
-&¢ therefore: Confederation.makes Children to be Charch members. .. 


3 ly. 4 T bat whiehidifting aifecs. bet ween, Child yen 1H Church Ef <i 
ani Children not in Church Eftaits makes Childree Charch them bers: _ 
&. But Confederation diftinguifhes between Childcen in Church Eitate 
6 and Chi'deen not im achurch Eftate, eherefere Confederation, Ol. . 
"gly, © EwherChiidven are members by Confederation, of sbere may | 
be civen fame other way of their. smemberfhip, or al Child <n are Honm . 
&esemb-rs, But neither can there be given amy other way of their 
% metiberthip, neither is it a true Propolitien, that a}l ChilgrER are. . 
= nonememobers; ther efore, Go6 1a : 


Propofition 1¥.; 


«This ditinet memberfhip, gives, them a proper right uato Bape _ 
CC ri fms, fo ad they.are ner, bapriaed by the right of their Pacents, bug - 
& by rheie own right./ 1.) Such.as their memberfhipis,fuch is their right - 
SuaioBupciline,. But theic meuiberihip as bath deca already Proved 
ae ; 3 ia. 
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Concerning the Subjedt of Baty(ue : » | 


a is diftin®, therefore their right to Baptifmeis diftingt. (2 aly. ) That 
,geovenant: which Contracteth upon the Uclinqueént, a proper guilf | 


ip order unto punifhment conferfeth apom the obedient proper ‘ 
«tight, and.in order unto Priviledges, But the Covenant of infants : 
,(Contracteth upon then Delinquent 4 proper guilt in order unto pu- ; 
«, nifhment, Exch. 16.49.. therekore it Conferreth upon the obedient ' 
_goeproper-tight in order unte Priviledges.  (3°4/9.) if the Childreid : 
of che Jewsin Covenant bada proper rightro Ciicuneilien, then i 
¢, their Children of Believers in Covenant, havea proper right te'Bap- 3 
tifme. But the Children of the Jews in Covenant hada proper right : 
+o Circumcifion: Imcafe.of the Parents Ceremonial uncleannefs, | 4 
“she Parents, notwithftanding . their, memberfhip. were, fuspended E 
¢ frem Communion in the holy things,yct was the Child even then not. E 
|  withRanding the ParentsSufpenfion to beCitcumciled the eighth day; ‘ 
aly. SOUP. Confederate Children are to be baptized notwithanding i 
Gtrhe Parents be not members, then ihey ave to be bapjizea, not by these. 4 
“Parents but by their.own .member hip... But Confederaté Children ‘ 
are to be baptized, notwithftanding their Parents be not members, i 
“asin Cafe of the Parents,death or, ‘Cenfure ofalling.out: after their : 
¢: Childrens being, and before che Time of their Baptifme, therefore g 
6 Crsld en are baptized by their own memberfhip,; Though the meme kK 
“.berfhip of the Parentis by Diyine Loftitution Infirumental to the » ; 
( memberthip ofthe Child, {for Godinfticpres fuch only te be pubs. id 


& tiakg- perfons ).yetithe memberfhip, of, the Child remains, thotigh’the. 
“6 memberthip of the Parent-ceafeth, Pauls freedom by birth lives fe 
«cer his Fathers death, AGS 22.28. the effect continues, though the. 


& Inftiument be extinct. -. 


1, Object. “In cafe the Parents themfelves be not admitted ta, 
¢ full C ommonion;or that.they lyender offenca, it, feems then their 
% Children ought nor tobe baprized.;, >, Pas shana 

Aifon &\Ne muft.carefully diftinguifh between, the Parents ftand- 
ing asa pubilick perfon, and between the Patents ftanding #5 a fingle 
“ot perfon, the Child is containedia the Parent only when he flandsas 
¢ a publick perfon,not when he Qands asa fiagle perfor. Hence only 
the Gontederation, not the condition or converfation of tbe Parent is 
s imputed re the Child. “As Adam.was-a publick pérfon,in the fit 
‘Sranfercfhon, therefore the Gilt tranfereflion was imputed to his po 
‘¢ericy, aot only ro him, Rom. 5. 176 but in his after tranfgrefions 
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% * 


ey Onjceh © Members. are cocnpleat of incompleat: Childfen ac 
“membersiacompleat, noteompleat. 1D ARO, 
eAnfwer,1, “Did this diftinétion hold,yet that the incompleat-.. 





€ nefs. of Childrens maemberfhip is not fuch why they fhonld be hindred: 





“ from being bapuzed, is cleat from Pedo-Baptifme.— in a aa > 
».o2 dly., Members. ate'te be confidered either in-refpect of their 







xe my 
a 


« Communion, or in refpeet of theic memberfhip. In refpect of theis., 
< Communion they may be fiid to be compleat or incompleat; be-. 
“ caufe Commanian receiyes more orlefs, and muy be enjoyed -ecither 
¢ in whole orin par, Bat if members be confidered, in refpect of. 


<é memberfhip which isthe prefenc Query, then they cannot be faid | 
« tobe compleat, of incompléat, becaufe memberfhip being’a Rela- 
% tiondoth not receive more or lefs, as alittle member is as truly’a 
<¢ member as the greareft, the hand of a Child is traly a-hand, and 
“€ member of the whole asthe hand of a man. 5 
piat a: aie tae | (Immediate, ve. when thefe rhat are Adult” 
pests ee BO" Confederate in theit own perfons. | 
es, Ob jee. 3 Memberfhip is< Mediate,v'x whenlrf intsConfederate in’ 
bh api iN ( a publick perfon asMankindConfederated , 
in Adam. , 
1 Axfer. “Though Adam Contederated in his own perfon.7.¢. 
% althougii it be the perton of, Adan that Confederated, yet ed dam. 
< himfelf Confederated not as afi igie perion, but as a publick ‘peifon, | 
6° {9 as though Adium and the Parents of. Child-en Confedzrate Imme- 
eé diately,i. €. ia their ows perfons, yet do they not confederate as 
<< fingle perfons, 19 this aotioa,. Scil, of not eonfederating as fingie 
“ perfons, the Condition.of bosh mediate, and Immediate members . 
¢ arealikes 4 or! ire Weed they | 
dy. ©The validity of memberfhip depends not upon the In? 
s¢ ftrument. or, mediam, Co Wit, the Pareats ftanding asa publick pers. 
<fon in the ACt of Confederation, butupen thc |nfitation of Godin | 
& Chrift, the value and virtue of the effed here cannot depend, upon . 
“ che medium ( waichisis felf alfo an Acbitrary Effect ) but.upon the - 
 fyaream aad Tadependent Caufe, The memberthip of a mile Child . 
c& Confederating mediately,#.¢. in the publick perfos of the Mother, 
t ayceiletty che mamb erfhip of the Mother Confederating ‘mmediates 
é ly in ber own. perfon, beeaufe the Mother-though flrs bea Church . 
é& member, yetis nor. capable of-being a member conitituent of the 


wf 


seCharch (fos oaly Brethsen conftituie a Church, im chat they a | 
lay Soca ; ats me wee ew Se or re nee eae ce : be | 








ee Concerning the Subj eG of Baprifme. 
he capable of being the Subject of the power of the Keyes, 2-Cors: 
14.24. 1 Tim.2.13-) {0-45 fhould the Brethren dye, the Sifters: 
 faryiving could not continue a Church, but would immediately ceafe: 
9 be Church members,yet her male Child is not ouly a Charch mem- 
“ bey, buris alfo capable of being 4 member Goustituent of the Church. 
2.3 diy. © The Caufe why a member is not admitted to fach and fach 


& Communion, is notany defect in memberfhip, but fome defect cons - 


“ cerning the qualification of the member, The mother notwit ftand- 
“ing her memberihip 1s inferiour to the memaberfhip of her male 
& Child, ( the being as was faid before 4 member of the Church, but not. 
4 ember Confeituent of a Church ) is admitted to the Supper, yee 
&. the Childisnot.. Ajman or woman ,Adult Confederating in. theie 
*< own perfons Immediately upon fome offence posfibly falling-out on 
& difcovered betweea their, Admifhion and intended Baptifme, may 
“notbe baptized, where asa Child Confederated in his publick pets 
fon is to be baptized. | | 
- Objet. 4.‘ Children in their non-Age are by their Parents. only. 
materially, and not by themfelves formaly and a¢tually members... »; 
‘eAnfo. “Members potentially asefuch. only in. poflibility,, bat as. 
yet non-members aCtaally. Member forp is had:two wayes, either by 
“¢ Confederating in a pudlick perfon, or by Confederating in our owa. 
&. nerfoas, Children are actually and formally members by Confedera- 
ion in gheie pablick.perfon, notin their own perfous: they who. 
6 have the matter and Form of. memberfhip,. are actually members. 
6. Children Confederate in their. Parents have the matter and Form of 
“ memberfhip, viz. Holinels, AZa!.a.15. Rom.t1 160-8 €or.7.140 
And Confederation in their Pacencs as their, publick perfon, Gen. 17. 
6 its 2.39. therefare Tafants Confederate in their Parents wire 
“actually and formally, not poteatiaily Circu ncifed under the Law. 
¢ chey areaCtually S¢ formally,aot potentially baptized under the Gol- 
< pel therefore they are actually and formally,and not only potentially 
Comembers.._ If Mankind Coafederated a€tually in Adam, their pubs 
“lick perfon, whea they did not fo much as exiftin their. proper pets 


“fons, thea may -childrea actually exifting in their proper perfons, 


% actually Confederate in their. publick perfon. but Mankind not 


i Jeg! 


vet exiting in their proper perlons, Confederated in Adam theie.. 


enublick perfon, Peccatum Adami non fuit alienua fed ertam ne 
“frum peccatum Alani futt voluntarium (ao modo re[pe teu. nojtrs g wa 
tus feimas in Adamo noffro Parentes, ita volaimus in tilo, fea volun 
54s ila Mdav fuit voluntas gotius Adafa- Tiat Speech.of Zvomas 

oafewectiy oS. & heme by though 
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| Me: “Novtons and Mt. Shepards Indgement 

© tHotgh uled by him to another purpefe may aptly be applyedhere; 
“veccaium Adami fuit gravius nostri fecundum ciwrcum/lantiam pere 
“lone non autem fecundumpeciem. Lidar LOTR is 
* “eet children {e foon as they exift are actually: guilty of a Covenant 
& broken, then children as foon as they exift arecapable ofiatiually 
« Confederating, breaking of a Covewant fuppefesthe being of a Cove- 
© nant that cannot be broken, that! ever had-a being. © dbuft Tertié 
& gdje ti ad eft fecundi adje@ivalet Confequentia, But children fo {oon 
645 they exift are guilty of a Covénanr broken, witnefs Original Sis 
6 atually infli€ted upon children as the punifhment ef their Sin in dd 
6¢ gw. God doth net punith attually fach as are only Sinners potenti- 
sally, butas yet have not a€tually &nned. Neither doth-childrens 
incapacity, to exert Church aéis deny them tobe a€iually Church 
‘members, for then Brethren under offence before any Ceufure, bre- 
'thren infirmed, by fome finlefs ‘Accident, yea, brethren when afleep 
“ fhould all of them be porentiady only, and not actually-Cburch men- 
&¢ bers. Nor dothCbildrens incapacitg to Vote or Conttitute.a Church,de- 
<¢ ny'them ‘to be a€tually Church members,for thence'it would follow, 
“that che Sifters were only potentially,and net a€tually Cha; ch members 
““More necds not to be faid of Mr.: Nortons Judgement concerning 
this Subje€t, we come to Mr. Shepards, fometime Paftor of the Charch 
in Cambridg in New: England, who befides his emincatabilities, was 
‘aman of much real and liviog€ ommunion withGed,and therefore more 
like to’kaow the mind of Chrift, then many others. Now ina Letter of 
his / Dated /une 1649. which was not three monethe before his deceafe') 
eéhe does affercand prove, ‘that Children are members ‘of the wifiile 
& Church, and thattheir memberfhip continues when e7aulr, and that 
«the Children of Belicvers are tobe accounted of the Charch vutil 
« chey pofitively reje@ the Gofpel, and that the memberfhip of Chil- 
(fdeenhath mo tendency init, to pollute the‘Church any ‘there now, 
“then underthe Old Tefament, and that children are under'Charch 
&difcipline, andthat fome perfons e4d«/t may be admitted to Bap- 
 tifme, and yer not to the Lords Sapper, &c. The whole Letter being 
already publithed, wefhall not here infert it,or any thing further con- 
cerning “it, only affure the Reader that the Letter iticli (even the 


doriypadey) is fill to be feen, agit. was written by Mr. Shepards 


ewan band. Alothe fame Author io his printed defence of the w#ne po- 

fitions, pag. rh 3 does maintain the Church membe flup of children 

and their SubjeCtion £0, Difeipline. Jn the year after thefe mentioned, 
gin Anno 1636 here arrived two other of Wew-Englanas Worthtes, 
Hamely, 
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(Me, Parivishés and Mt. Rogers Concerning the: Subjed off Baptifine; 


‘amely, Mr. | Ralple Partvrish, arid Mr.'Nathanidl Rogers. > fs for . 
‘Me. Partrich fometimes faithful Pattor of the Church in, Duxberryin 


"Plimoutl Colony, what his Judgement was touching the prefent con- 


‘froverfy,is tobe fecn fromtbat Afodelof Church Difeipline, whic, was . 


by him compo fed-aad prefented to the Syniod.at Cambridg, dino 1648. 
“and which i tiff extant under thehand writing of the Reverend Author, . 
in which Manoletint are thefe words: © “The perfons:uato, whom the 


Sacrameht of Baptifineis' difpenfed (and-as we conceive-ought tobe ) 


See VAY: Phy i LIO el OCW AE pe! + : ; . - M 
tare fuctnas being of Years, and converted ftom their Sinsto the Baih - 


‘OF ‘Jefiis Chrift, do-joyn in’ Communion aad Fellowfhip witha, parti- 


€ colar vifible Church, as alfo the children of fuchiParents or Parent,as . 


caiaving aid hele of rhe Covenant of grace (in the judgement of Chas 
“ri 


rity) “ate ina pifthle Covenant, with his Church and all their Seed af- 
ter thea thatcalt not of the Covenant of God by fomexSgandalous . 


“and obftinate goiag on.in Sin, as miy appear by Adath.28./9. and 
ty Cori7. 14. with Gin. 17; &c. compared.) > ; 


‘ “Thus for Mr.’ Pattrich his Judgement, oncerhing Iie, RNiathaniel 
Ro ers late eminent Paftorof the “G hacoh Of-Apfmith in New-England, 
‘that his Judgement did’doricuir with theDoctrine of thelateSyned touch- 
ing Biptifme ; is certaia from “what: himfelf did publickly teach fome 
years before his Deceates ‘Alfo froma Letrerof his written to the Reve, 


yend Mr. Richard Afather fortic. years\before AZr, Rogers-wenttoihis 


ry 


‘we fhall therefore infert, the fubRance: of ity which followeth... 


"Reverend and dear Sir,’ 


* @] Rec-ived a Fetter with a’ Boek from you, and do return youthis’. 
you, 


®. Teltimoay of my molt thank‘ul acceptanee of your kindnelsand good 
‘eCowill both ia your Letter and-worthy Treatile of. Juftification, which 
& (as yours are Wont to be )-is nervous and chisis compendivus in adpe- 


*¢ cial manner, aid y2t perfpicious. Tfeemydefe& inAfensDen smate . 


“ters fupplyed hy you: Diligtace. To the Queftion coacexning the 
& Children of Cruch members, L have nothing to oppole, andl won- 


der any thoull deny themto be memb-rse - They are members in.» 


< Cenfy EcclefiaStico. God lo calls them, the G hurchts fo:coaceduat 


‘€ thew, and wnea they are-Adulré a‘atis, though having donene perfo- - 
nal a, you ae tobe judged members Rill, watilafrerducs€ atliag - 


goon, hey hall refule or negle@t to ackaowledge. and awn the Go- 
“Gycnanj oi tuck Pateats, and profelatheiy tacliai vi,'snd SubjsGiion to 


the . 


COLA LE aa 


Rel, which Letter ftill remains under ‘the Authors own handwriting , | 
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25" fie Rgerss Me. Smith. Mr. Pradden. Mt -Wilfon . » 
2 ghe Contents thereof, which if they fhall deny, the Chureh may @as 
© thier ordifown them, ~~~ Now for practiced confels | account ita 
~ oveat default, chat we have made no more real diftinction,. between 
. “thefe and others, that they have bcen no more attended asthe Lambs 
4 of the flockof Cbri St, and whether-it be not the caufe of the corrup- 
& tion and wolwl defection of our youth, difqut:4 peimittinus. Weare 
<¢ this week to meetin the Gharcb abeur:it,and | know nothing but we 
6¢ muft {psedily fallto practice. If wein this fhall be. Leaders, I pray 
| beg wildom from ihe Father of Lights, and him who is.our Wifdom as 
-e€ wellas our Righiconfucfs, Leommie you to the bleed Coummpnion of 


“«¢ the Spirit of the Lord fefusgandreft, os od tate 33 
Ss Ligh, igBtlia bee sloind veld csi eee _... Yours in him Cordially 
euart ig -6 -§ 2) bor AO tetnans’ Dob tioso: A AN. Rogers. “x 


. Hi hefe ‘Teltimonies are‘more then abundantly fufficient to evines 


that the fiji Favbers of this Country were for that Enlargement of 
“Baptifmme, which the late’ Synod: Book: pleads, for, And that therefore 
“fach a praftice sno Apoftacy from our, Primissve Principles yet farther 
“Teftimonies might be fuperadded unto thefe, for Ms. Henry Sm: ‘oa 
‘times Minifter of the W ord:at Wetrers field on Connecitot ; InaLetcer 
ofhisdatcd Auguft2's.Annos647.( which Lecter was allo written to 


ef 


Me. | Ad atber) thus. exprefles himfelf,.“¢ we. are ata Lofsin our parts 
&¢ about member Children, being received into Gommunion, becaufe 
é¢ it is undetermined, in the extent-of it,at the Syvod, our though rshere 
€ ore that the promife made to the Seed of :-Contederates, .@eu. 17. 


takes in all Children of Confederating Parents, whether baptized 


here, orelfe where; whether, younger. oF Elder,.if they do citherex. 
“prefsly or otherwayes may. be Conceived inthe Judgement of Chae 
rity to Confentithereuato. | Now becaufe many have Children grows 
np, which were born in England, who would gladly exprefs their 
*Confentjand defire'co theirParents Covenant, only we are loth to walk 
alone, in the thing ; we could heartily with we had the Concurrenge 
“of your Judgement, ec. Thus Mr. Smith: paren 
Ss Lakewife, Mr. Pradden Sate faithful Paftor of the Church in 
‘Milford in New-Haven Colony in Wew-England in a Letterto the fame 
Reverend perjon, whieh. the laft, mentioned. was fent unto, does not 
‘only éxprefs bis own thoughts, but gives Reafon for his belief,concern- 
-ing the Queftion under Agitation, with whofe Teflimony we thall con- 
clade,And becaufe his Letter ig of Weighty and worthy Confide- 
oi Yation, 








q 
| 





ban’ “Goncerning the Subject of Baptifoue en eee | 23 I: 
“Gonfideration, albeit part of it (asof that of Mr. Rogers ) is already =~ lf 
-publifhed inithe Preface to the Synod Book, yet) we fhall here infert, iH 
“the {ubftance of it, which now follows, | Ht 

“¢ Dear Bro: her. li 


_.. JT was glad at the receipt of your Letters, bue 1am forry tohear of 

“fuch breaches in Churches, and no way nor means fonnd out and ap- 

plyed forhealing, which I fear ‘with you does ftrengthen the Pre/- 
“ tyreriaw Objeétion againit our Congregational way, when the writings 
of fome for our defence, and our practice agree not in that particular. 3 
%¢ P think with-you that man to be much bleffed, whom God fhouid ij 
£¢ make: helpful in: thofe things; though ashe ha’s but little encourage- 


ment co.attemptit, fo can he expect lefs thanks from man who pof= i 
< fibly may, haye erred,bur loth to be judged foto have done.——Touch- My 
“ ing your ownExerciles, you are not alone in them,the power of theE]- \4 
& ders in preparing matters of offence and other thitigs for theGhurch, ia 
“has been mach queftioned dy fore, But'me-thinks that whichMr Hook; i, 
“ey ha’s writtenin the “Cale (Survey pt. 34. pag. 33 ) thould fatisiy F 
“ thofe who are not ofa Contentiias Spirit, | had Conference with him a 
& about this matter, in his life ite. And the Sammie of what he hath is 
“now: written, he then cxprefled and told me withal, thatifa Cafe 4 
“ (hould be prefented tothe Church, in any other way by the Brethrea a 
1a 


‘<he would refute to act in it, unléfs the Ghurch would firft difpute the 
££ point which.he would offer, but dct againtt his Judgement be would 


“not, irs true thatthe Rule requires to tell the Churcd in due order by 


a ah ie By 
se ls $8 


“4 the Officers, as he that Commands one to go¢ into his houfe,, intends ti 
‘chat he fhouid go in by the door. . 4 






© The. Elders are Captains, and Leaders, and Rulers, Heb.13.176 
“6, Tim,se18.. And therefore the Brethren mult not go before them, 
§¢ A comimon Souldier matt not begiv or make an Attempt without the 
“ Captain... And the Eldérs being Leaders aud Rulers, they are fo ore 
— © der ail the padlick cccafions, and affairs of the Church, ina comely 
“66 manner which chey casnot do, ifthe Brethren have Liberty at their 
$¢ picafure to publith what feems beft to themfelves. Touching she de» 
& fire of fuch members Children as | 


Sra 


défire tofiavetheir: Children baptis 


_S¢zed3 it, is athingcuat I do not yer’ heat practiced, bat for my owe 
ly be denyed, becaute 


part fam inelined to think, that tt cannot jalt 
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Mr. Norris. Mi. Philips.and fi undry Congrecations! Brethren in England 


sand fo acknowledged thas they misht have right to Baptifme. Now 
cichey being 10 Coucnant and ftanding members, theirChildren alfo are 
e members by virtue of their Patents Covenant and Mew berthir 3s well 
c+ as they themielves were by virtue of their Covendatand member ftp, 
é¢ and they have not renounced that Covenant, nos are jultiy Cenflired 
te-foe-the: breach of that Covenant, but do, own and profefs it, and 
“by virtue of ip claim ta¢, Piiviledge of it to their Children» ” THofe 
& Childiea who are within the Covenant, aud fo members of ‘it’ Bap- 


e+ifme cannot be denyed unto. But the Children an Queftion are” 
‘¢ within che (ovenans ot che Church, and fo members of it, Ergo, Bap- 
t¢ tifme cannot be denyed, to them. The aflumption is proved thas, 
sche Children’ of faci Parents; as ‘are within the Covenant of the 
és Chatch,are ehemfelves within. the Covenant of that Church, and fo 
cayembers. Bur the Children in Queftion are the Children of fuch 
ct Parents, as are in Covendat, and fo members of the Church, E rgo,they . 
nee {9 themfelves. . The Prepofition is clear, becaufe the Parents . 
c. Cogenant for themfelves and for their Ghildren, Deut.29. from 
709,t0 16. Ezek, 1618513. And Ged accepts both, Gen. 17.42513. 
‘the whole Nationis federally hely, they are cxprefsly faid to bein 
“ Cop-naut with their Faber, Deut. 29, not partly,or partially in Cove- 
“ant, Rom. 9.34. Ach 2.39. and God ttiles himfelf their God, as... 
é: wellas their Father, Gen.47.7,8,9 and to have God to be our God . 
cc robe in Compleat Church Covenant withhim.. The «femptionis . 
t syident,becauleell e fach their Parents had not had right to Baptifme, - 
e€ rhe Seal of the Covenant : but that they had right uato, and fo'recei- 
écyedit, and the fame right they had, the Children have, who.are in= 
‘cluded in their Covenant, as they were in their Fathers, If it-be faid 
é¢ oar their. Fathers did exprefsly engage and- Covenant, but thefe not. 
“¢] Anfwer, that the Coucnant is the fame,aad of the fame force to bind, . 
and of the fameewrent, in the one as well as the other: Evcplicite and 
COL plicite, are but adjuinds.of the € ovenvnt, and cherefore though they 
Ge ave not come into Covenant, che fame way that their Parents did, viz. 
Shy -uplicite perfonal Covenanting, betare taken in by the Father Co- 
¢ a:nanting for them and themfelves, yet it feersto m¢, that they are 
<Cxot lets truly, or lefs Commpleatly in Cowenait. The God of Peace and 
MT yuth guide us in thole WayeS. ref , ) : 
“vse agilford? June Was Oupodes 0 Sods e Your loving Brother 
Peter Pradden. 
Unto thefe mig kt have been added the Te/timony of that Reverend © 
sing faithful Servans of Clift Me. Jobo iilfon, she fir Paftor of Be 
: file é 


a] 











“Concerning thn SubjeF of Baptifwie. 
“fie Charchin Bofon? Burjhis Jadgement touching the queftion in haad 
igktiown to alltchavkaew him. And the Reader 1s referred to his dy- 
ing Speeches; concerning this matter Which are inferted in the Book 
called Wew Engiands memorial. (pag. 18 3.18 4- } whicb becaufe they 
were amongtt the (ast words of fo holy aman, cannot without great fin 
‘be defpifed or dijregarded. Alfo we might have, mentioned the Judge- 
Amehvof*Reverend Mr. Norris; which that it.did Concur with what 
hath been ixoreffed, is to be feen from'the Recordsef the Charch in 
‘Salem, viz. in their-Records of the 2gth. of the frs? Moneth: And of 
the gta. of the fifth Adoneth and fixth Afoneth; Anne 1654. Likewife 
we might have produced the Judgement of Mr. Poslips fometimes the 
faithful P ajfor'of the Churchin Wacertown, but, the Reader is for that 
‘reterred'to the Preface in the! Syrind: Bookgoo oon at eos SS 
>» Wife that fome godly and judicious of the Congregational way in 
Engiand, are fora greater Latitude in the point of Baptifme, then our 
“Giffenting eA ntifynodalian Brethren do acknowledge, ismanifefttrom 
“whatjundry Learned: men of that way have long fince pubhthed. 
‘For DeQ@orOweninhis review of Sctifme, pag 134 thus exprtefles 


himfelf, © lam fofarfrom confining Baptifmefubjedtivey.to.a particue 
te jar Congreg a:ion, that I do nol believe that any member-of a particular 
& Church waseverreg ularly baptized; baptiime precedes Admiffion ins 
“ig Church member {hip asto a particular Church, the Subject of itis 
‘St profe (i ig Believers and: their Seed, as fuch; they have right woto it, 
whether they be joynedto any particular Chureb, or Bo, fuitable to 
his Judgement ha’s been my Co”staat and uninterrupted practice. -.. 
O Pikewile DoCtor Nathaniel Fromes in his defence of lufant Baptifme 
againit Mr. Tombs; ha’s thefe words, { pag. 193- ) s+ for baptizing of 
& Believers. Infants, feveral Churches oftusdo hold,that we may,bape 
« tize them, though neither of their Parents be of our particular Chur: 
“thes. © Baptifme as'we conccive being ane Admi/fiowinto the.untvere 
“fal vifisle Courch, &ce And again, (pag-217.) Mr. Tombs having 
-made this Obje@tion, “thar the baptizing of Infants ha s occafioned an 
& yoneceffiry difpute about baptizing the Infants of believing Parents, 
¢¢ that are not members of. gathered Churches. \nevet ( faigh Doctor 
<4 zfomes) perecived the world troudled with this difpute, divers Chute 
&¢ ches without difpute ean practice the bapuzing of tach, &e. Thus 
he. See alfoin the fame Book, 207,208,215: with his Epifiie tO ihe 
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28. 


Me, Cottons Ind gement y's 2 


a. 


fore, which have been thus far -exprefied, iit is very. manifeft thatthe 


“do€trine of the late Synod concerning the Subject of Baptifmeis ho A: 


pottacy from the firf Princtples of New-England, nor yet any declenfion 


fromthe Congregational way: \t remaineth:that. we proceed tothe - 


‘other Queftion about Communion and Con{ocia‘ton of Charches.\ Now 
concerning that, it islefs need fal to produce many, Tefimanies, that 
there in the Synéd Introducesb not any Innovation, Fortome that.diflent- 
ed from the Anfwer to the firt Queftion about Baptifme, yetip this laft 
concurred, yéa, there was an unanimeous and univer/al afent.to the An- 


fwer given to this fecond Queftion;;as the Authoriofthe Antifynadalia 


A wevichnid does acknowledges where (pag. 2a) IAS faidiin the. fecond 
Q ceftion we.do fully agres wirh the reftafthe'S ynod,in al! the; Prepeftious 


iad down “about it toxerbér with the Proofs théreofy wethall therefore - 
amongtt our’ New Eng hi(h:worthies, only mention the: Jadgemeng of © 
MF. Cottow concerning this Queftion,which what it is may.be Seas 


ly expreffed'in his Book of che Keyes, pags 54, 8c. And there are thof 
that’ will remember, that. when that eminent Miniter of Ghrift Mr. 
Afichel'was ordained Pattorofithe Chucchin Cambridg, Mr. Cottom 


Sivinig in the Nate of the Meffengersi of Churches, the right hand of - 


Fekdw(hip, ferioufly advifed him toendeayour (And that faithful. man 
was ever mindfal of-thatifolenan Advice) that that Ordinance of -Confo- 
eintion of Churches might beidaly practifed, greatly. bewailing the de> 
Feet of the le Ghurchesyas do that particular, yea, Mr. Cottons heart,was 
much ipo thisvhingyiae his: latter.times forefeeing. that, withoutit, 
éHete.Churches andathe Congregational way could.not ftand He dic 
thetefore not long before his deceale, draw up fome, Propo ftsons which 


ate exoretlive of che way. and manner of this Confociation pleaded. for, 


which becaufeithey are Cas being written. by his. hand, they cannot. but 
be ) of great weight and ‘worth, we fhalltherefore here,infert and pub- 
tith them. MUR YS BRAS ity e2. haf he Wk a “ 4 wen . "a 
“6 Propo fitions Concerning Confociation and Communion of Churches, 


& tendved tothe Elders. and Bretbren of the Church fortheir Confidera-. 


& rion did avceptance according to God. 


| os iT OO EID WIC STAD 
Propabtions daca sisatih sodsig) oe 


cB very tre Church of Chrift, viz. a particular Congregation fur- ‘ 
¢nifhed witha Presbyiery and walking in the truth and peace of the - 


Coed, 
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Concerning Communion of Churches. 29 \ 
& Gofpell: hathwetceived from the Lord Pefas full, Power Ecclefiapticabs li 
é¢ within it felf, both of Liberty to receive her own members, tochoofe — 4 
& her own Officers and the like. ,, And alfojof Authority to Adminifter: \ 
« Sacraments, Cenfure her own offenders,and reftore penitents, Adat.18- iy 
4 p20 Cory. AGEs 6.4, Re. and 1423, fo.as this Confociatien and \q 
“ Communion of Churches ought not ta,hinder the exercife of this pown ( 
“er but only by Counfel,from the word to, dire¢t.and fyeng then theirs At 









“hands, imthe right Adminiftration thereof,upon all jut occafions. | ih 
pies bas aT3e) | Propofitionl. 1. bus 2cviinslit ron ™ i 
gagsit IpjoMmeal etiivl Cou i2agt bas psistoggs dicd.ed viniew2 set ** a 

.¢ ‘ q 4 3 * sy e j : 4 
--&’Alchouah.the Apotties of Ghrift were Ledepandentan.cach other, | (f 


Hand had equally.the,bighe St. P ome? Reclehiafticalsupder, Chulty and 


€ were led with Infallible Afistance.o{the Spiritin the exercife theres 
of, yet Paul. with Barnabas and..Titus went up to. 7 erufaiem, (and i 
“thatby Revelation ) not-onlyto Gonfer and Confult with the, Apar i” 


+ : rf i ¢ aes 


© les about his doctrines 4 lafthehad, or (honid run in opin, Gil? Ns i 
¢,.): but alfo. Confociated ormade, Agreement with;them by auth 

diving, the right-hana.of Fellow rip, t0-dilpole the Courfe, of theie 
 Miniftry and Provifton forthe poor, that fo they might,procure the, 

“ more free and effectual paflage of the fiuit of rhe Golpel, andthe ° 
© work of their Miniftcy, and therefore it may feem much rather, not 

“ only lawful, bnt alfo very profitable ‘and needful for- ordinary Elders, . 


(and, Charches though squalin Bower, avantias.chandas libs A 
c fance ofthe Spirit,to Confer, aad, Coalalt, and, Gonlsciate of agres 

« together about all, fach weighty matters, in which Coun fel and Cons - 
es curcenee of Judgment may be requilite tg.prevept and heal errors ahd » 


« & 


& offences, to avoid. sulpition of, preyudigg, and paruiality, and fe t¢ 
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868 If 
cclfi when Peter gave offence at, Antioch, the Apoftle Pau) toox 4 


«Liberty co. ccbuke him before them al,,.( thengh be, was his ¢qualin @ 
¢¢ olace, and, pow st) and that no doubs outo! that duty ef love and : 


< faith fruinels, which he owed unto him andto the truth, eget aifo 
éfubmitting thereunto, then it may ‘well and with'the equality of 


2 Ler i Pe wt of he 
“Churches out of their duty of Love and FaithCulnefs to adrnonith each 
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Oooa Me, Cottons Tadgement nO ‘2 


of 'Chrilt, aitd to give “fuch ‘Satisiz€iton as the Rule doth require: 


€ ches ought therefore to ‘practice towatds each’ other in this Way of 
“ Brotherly Communion and Affiftance on all juft occafions, © 


© Propofition Ve 


_€ Upon thefe and othier ‘Seripmnre grouinds ‘and Examples, arid'for 


the ends above faid, it is Very meet aad réquilite, ( according fo our 


*orefent practice ) that when any Company of Chriftians intend to 
unite themfelves into the Fellowfhip of a*Chaurch, or being ‘ina 
-& Charch ftate to elect and ordain any Elders over them, that in due 
“time they fignify their inteutions to the Neighbouring Churches, 
* walking in the order of the-Gofpel, if fach may be had, defiring their 
< prefence, Affiftance, and figh: band of Feowfhip, that asa Chureh is 
“4 City fet upon a Hull, fo the Aétsthereofmay not beas a Light put 
“ under a Aufhel, but may fo fhine forth to all other Churches, behold- 
‘ing and approving their orderiy proceedings, as they may the more 
“readily give them the right band ef Fellom{hto, and walk with more 
© freedom of Spitit in Brotherly Love aud Communion with them ia 
 thedord. : i arabia Nia 7 Heres): 
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Concerning Communion of Cbarcies. 
“a O} Propoftion VI. 


+ tn fuch wattets of publick Cenfare, wherein through the obfentity ~ 


“and diffidiliy thereo!, or otherwife, chere dorhvarile differences ten+ 


“ding to dangerous Divifiens and diiractions io the Church, or of- - 


&.fonee-to other Churches, In all fuch Cales it is meet and requilite 
“that the Church proceed advifedly: with the Counfel and Concur- 
é¢ rence of the Elder, or Elders, with other Judicious and impartial 
$Byethren'of other Churches, clearing up fromthe Word, whatisthe 


“cmind and will of Chrift to be done. 
Propofition Will, 

THe sul shy (itiia a4 éu fee. ibs mee mre RY mS 

10 6 Notonly in matters of Cenfire,but alfoin 


«and Love, taete doth grow diffention in any Chureh.(as did inthe 
& “‘hurch of Antioch about Circumcifion) The-Church fo divided fhall 


do wifely and fafely, ot ro proceed to determine the Cafeby.a Major 


& Vite, to the Wafatisfation and off ence of a Confiderable pars among. 
© rhemfelves, ot the offence of other Churches. Bat ought: rather to 


bring the-maiter cothe hearing and Judgement of other Elders and * 


< Brethren of other Churches ::who being defred ought readily to meet 


together, and ferioufly (asin the fearof God )'to enquire into the © 


« Cafe, fearch out by the word, what is the mind of Chrift therein, by 
«“themielves, Cif prefent ) or etherwife, by Letters and Meflengers to 
«declare to the Gaurch,what they judge to be the Rule of Chrift which 


“they fhould walk by, which Judgement ought to be received with all 


$6 ducxefpect according to God, Asks 15.. 
Propofition VIII. 


c¢ As there is a Brotherhood of membersin'the fame-Church, fo there » 
4¢%q Brotherhood of Churches, being ‘all Fellow merabers of Chrift - 


-& Tofus, and fo boundto havea muutal Gare one ofanether, Cant.8.8. 
é Te is therefore meet and requifite, that in Cafeany Church fhil-fall 


<idto any fcandal us erroror offence in doctrine or practice, then the 
s¢N cighbour Church or Churches fhou’d Advertize, Convince, and ad- 

& daonith fuch 4 Church thereof according tothe Rule-of the GotpelAnd 

safafter cue Convittion bya Neiphbcu Crureh, and again by more 

échurches, the @ffending Canceh asthe nature-of the affenge and she 
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‘Me. Cottons Judgement | 


* vefpect due toa Church of Chrift may require, may at length with- 
“draw, the Church with fufficient patience will not yet hearkento 
¢ theie Brethren 5 chen withdraw from that Chureh, or at leaft that part 
of it which refufe tobe healed, fuch Brotherly Communion and the 
Aé fruits thereof, as otherwife Churches ufually do afford to each other: 


~ 


28003 hog lginuol) ofa ¢Peopohtion LX. 7 
.TnGafesany ‘member thall-belaid, under Cenlure ina Charchiby 
“the Major part with the offence of a Confiderable part thereof, or 
¢¢ when any whele Church fhall feem to have Confented corruptly to 
“ fuch a Genfure, upon Complaint of the grieved part attefted by the 
 diffenting Brethren, or in the other Cafe, by other credible perfons,it 
6 is free, yea) requilite that other Ghurch;> or Churches, inthe Spirinog 
6 meekncfs defire 10 -kuow the Reafon oi their Cenfure, which ifthe 
-¢ Church fhallclear upto be juft, then.the other Charch or Churches 
ought to. bear witnefs' to their proceedings, and to perfwade the. 
-«*.Cenfured and diffenting.part of the Church to Jubmit and give fatis« 
faGtion. Burif thaeChurch fhallucfule.cto give an aecouat of theReafons 
o$ ofttheiriprocceedingsyer not finally clear, up the Juitice thereof, nor 
beafehé Brieved iparty, itwill then .be.¢qual for any other Church to 
receive the Cenfured. part to their Covenant or Communion... » 
5°) Bor for Chrift.vecéived the blind:man, after he was unjaftly. Cat 
vout ofthe Synogogue,: lohn 9-. Tie unjuit acts of any Church Cannot 
cappear tobe: done;iin ithe name of Ghrit;,, but, sacher.in the abufe 
“of hig name! and power,and: thesefore do not bindin Heaven, Ciapis 
“erpans non Lagat, o) : uno Insmoashul: got ‘vel ate wb! orl brea} 
(Propfition. Xe 
“ As itis the practife of Godly Chriftians in the Churches (without 
“any Scraple, and with rniebrEdifica tion andiacreafe of Love) to meet 
“rogecher ia Convenient numbers of FemiliesatSet times, houfe by 
‘“ houfe, to exercife chat Ghriftian Communion, which the moralbRules 
“ofthe Gofpel call for, «1 T hej. se lite, Col, 3.16 Hib. 301 3, and fo 
24. fo alfouponabefame grounds, belides others } it would [ by the 
-& blefling of God }conduct nach’ co.the increafe of brotherly Love and 
«Unity, the (piritual Edification of manyj,by, mutual Faith of each 
<¢ other, to the ftrengthening of the hearts.and hands of one another 
sin the work of the Lord, If th ¢ Elders and brethren of the aie 
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‘Concerning Communion of Churchése 

“¢ did meet together, Charch by Church, in Convenient numbers, at fét 
‘ times, ( not to exercife any Jurisdi@ion over any, ) ‘but to enjoy and 

< pradtice Church Communion by prayer together, hearing the word 
f ale and Conference about fuch Cafes and Queftions of Con- 
“icience, as fhall be found ufeful or needful forthe edification and 
s Comfort, and peace of every Church, or any of the Brethren thereof, 
“ and this Gourle might tend much to fatisfy the Spirits of divers god- 
“Sly Brethren, who have thought that we fo much mind the diftin€tion 
“¢ of particular Churches, and the duties of fellow members in the fame, 
“ that we loofe much of the Comfort of Love, and the Fellow fhip of the 


Spirit, which we might enjoy,and that we fall fhortin fome brotherly 
Love which we owe mutually to our dear SS Aap of fe Sst Chor 


ms 
* ches. afl 
For the better Improvement af Wiel a Coiiference): 


4. “Itis fit that the Number of Churches foto meet, be regulated 


“ according to the nearnefs or distance of Churchesjand as other Conve- 
‘ niences, or Inconveniences fhall require. 


a. “ For the times of meeting, it may: feem beft to aves it to othe 
“ wifdome ofeach Society of Churches, to ‘meet more frequently. oF 
& sere as they hall fee Caufe. 
» “Concerning their Exercifes, it is meet chat the EI ders of each 
at Church where the Conference’is to be held, fhould choole:with Con= 
& fentof the Church fome other Elder as they fee beft, whom: they 
“ may intreat to preach at their meeting, and alfo todefire fometomo- 
« deratein the Conference, and agree upon fuch Queftionsas they fee 
« fit, three or four, and fend them tothe Elders of other Churches, at 
ec leat fourteen dayes before the time of their Aflembly i: 
‘gi Bor the ordering of theTime,it may befic that tHeSeetrton fhould 
end at Elevenia Clock, and after it the: Conference follow, and con- 
46 tinue fo long, as fall’ be found meet and feafonable. . 

6 Now our Lord fe/us. Christ bimfelf who ts th: Gounfellour,tha Evel 


| eM pafting Father, and Prince of Peace; grans untoall bis Cbarches truth 


and Peace dlyayes, and Ly all means > env) He counjel.and guide the 
& hearts of bis people to dilcern and embrace ah be wayes as vireled hath 
leet to ibdje ely. Bnas;) -Amens 

hus farr Mr.°Corton. And that.this Gacentdivg to Capereeatin. 
nal Principles, 1s evident from other 7 cflimontes 4 ; Forthe Miefline ers 
of an hundred and twenty Congregational Churches, who met atthe S s- 
woy in London, Anne 16 78 do in their declaration of the order ap- 
3 be, pointed 
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_ The lud gement-of Congreg alional Brethren to England ' 
appointed in the Churches.ofG hrift(T desis. 26.)thus.declare.“In Cafe of / 
« difficulties or differences either in point of doctriae,or in Adminiftr as. 
“tions, whereia either the Churches in general are concerned, or any 
“one Charchin their Peace, Union, and Edificauon, or any mem-- 
“ber, or members of any Church areinjaredin, or by any .proceeding 


Sin Cenfuies notagreeable to Truth and Order: . It is aecording to the: 
$¢ mind of Chrift, that many Churches holding Communion together, | 


do by their, A¢cffengers meet in.a Synod of Council to Confider and . 
“give their Advice in or about the matter in difference, O’c. And. 
Doctor Owen (who was.a great part of that eA fembly ) in his Care- 
chifme concerning (burch difcipline, (pag. 22452265227.) thus ¢x= 
preffes his Jadgement.. “Churches being gathered and fetled accord. - 
«ing to the mind of Chrift, ought to preferve a mutual holy Comment: - 
<<.on amoneft themfelves, and to exercife it in the difcharge of thofe du-.. 
<.ties, whereby their mutual good. and Edification may be. promoted, | 
& Indefiting or.making ule of the Counfel and advice of one another. - 
‘Cin fach Cafes of doubt and difficulty, whether Doérinal or. prathicak . 
eas may arife in any of them, Adts.1 5.256. And from henceit follows; . 
«that in Cafe any Church either by error in Dodfrine, or. pracipitation, . 
stor miftake in other e4dminiStrations, do give offence unto other 
4¢.Chuarches, thofe other Churches may require an account from them 
é¢admonifh them of their faults, and withhold Communion from'them, . 
< in Cafe they perfil in theerror of their way, and that becaufe in their 
«difficulties, and before their mifcarriages, they were bound to have 
“¢.defired the advice, Counfel, and Affiftance of thofe other Churehes; , 
<é. which beiug neglected by them; the other are to recover the end of it 
<¢ynto their utmofi ability, Gal.2.6,14. And. hence alfoit follows, that — 


. <¢ghofe that are rightly and ju/Ply Cenfured in any Chnrch ought tobe - 


<« rejected by all.Churches what ever, both becaule of their mutual - 
<¢ Communion, and beeanfeitis, and ought to be. prefumed, untilthe - 
<“ contrary be made. to appear, thatin Cafe there had been any difficul- : 
<¢ ry or doubt in the proceedure of the. Church, they would have taken « 
é rhe adyiee of thofe Churches, with whom they were obliged to Con-. 

<efyle, Thus far Doctor Owen. Likewile Dotter Pbonsas Goodwins . 
and Me: Pbilip Nye iw that worthy Epiftle which they have prefixed be- 

fore Mr. Cottons book of the Keyes, (in which: EpifHe the.C ongregatios - 
nal wayis traly ftated and afferted, as itdiffers from bot the extreams, , 
giz. from P re byteriani[me on the. ene, and Browni{me ; on the orhce : 
hand ) de-declare their Concarrence with himin acknowledging that: 
can Affociation ox Communion of Churches fending their Elders and 
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“Concerntag Conwmtinion of Chavehes, = 35 Oot 
‘e¢ Meffengersinto a Synod,is an Ordinance of Chrift, unto whom Chrit | 
“hath (in Relation to rectifying male Administrations, arid healing in 
“&€ Diffentions in particuiar Congregations, and the like Cafes) ccm- i 
€ mitted adue and juft méafure of power fuited and proportioned to 
“ thofe Ends, and furnifhed them not only with ability to: give Coun- " 
“& fel and Advice, but further upon fuch like occafions, with Adinificri- \ 
“© al power and: Authority to determine, declare, and injoyne fuch things f 
“as may tend to the reducing Congregations to righs order and Peace, i 
“Efe pag:a.b57310, | é : : 
Moreover, that the praétice of Congregationals, ha’s been according — a 
‘to this Profejfion.may be feen inthe eA pologetical Narration publifhed ia 
‘by Dodtor Goodwin. Mr. Philip Nye, Mr. Sydrach Simpfon. Mr. Bare i 
‘youghs and Mr. Bridg. mn as much asthofe famous Apologies (as : 
Paul {peaks concerning lames, Céplias and lobn amongh the Apoltles ) a 
‘fecm to be Pillars, { and worthiy ace they fo accounted ) amongtt Con- i" 
<gregationals. Since alforhat dpologetical Narration (though printed) a 
‘is in the hands of but few with us, we fhall therefore here tran{cribe Hh 
and infert fome pages of it. And therein they thus declare [fee pag. i 
‘Hs. topag.22. ; “ And whereas [ fay they] the Common‘ prejudice 
‘Cand exception laid into all metis thoughts againft us, and our opinions | 
“6 is, that in fuch Congregational Government thus entire within it felf, | 
& there isnot allowed fufficient remedy for mifcarriages, though never 


poe ats. 


“€ ro grols, no relief for wrongful Sentences, or perfons injured thereby, 
“no room for Complaints, no powerful or effectual means to reduce a 
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“Church, or Churches that fall into Hevefit, Schijmz, &c. butevery | 
© one is left, and may take Liberty without controul, todo wha: is good | 
in their own eyes, we have [ through the good Providerice of God.up= 
“onus | from the avowed declarations ot our Judgements among cur Hy 
| © Churches mutually during our Exile, and thatatfo confirmed by the Hi 
 moft folemn Inftance of our practice, wherewith to virdicate our felv cS | 
“ and way inthis particular, which upon no other occafion we fhenid } 
“¢ ever have made thus publick, God do ordered it, chat a Scandal and | 
‘fence fell out, between thofe very Churches, whillt living inthis Ba< t 
S* nifhment, { whereof we,cur felves that write thefe things were then i 
“the Minifters } one of our Churches having unhappily depofed one of ia 
their Minifters, the others ‘judged it not only too fuddain an act, i 
 T having proceededin a matter of fogreat moment without con/ult- ie 
Ging their Suffer Churches, ds was pnblickly profcfled, we fhould bave : 
done in {uch Cafes of concernment | bur alfo in the procecdings there- t. 
& of as too fevere, and not managed according tothe Rulcslaid down IE 
ce | Le in © i 
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The ladgement of Congregational Bretbrensn England: 
“inthe Worde Inthis Cafe our Churches did mutaally acknowledge 
* and fubmit co this, asa Sacred and undozbted Principle, and Supream 
“ Lady to be obferved amongft all Churches, that as by virtue of the 
“A post olical Command Churches as well as particular men, sre bound 
tg give no offence, neither to lew nor Gentile, nor the Churches of God 
cheyliveamongit. . So,thar in all Cafes fuch offence or differetices by; 
“the Obligation of the Common Law of Comaunion of Churches, and 
<< for the Vindication of the glory of Chrift which in Common they bold. 
“forth, the Church or Churches challenged to offend or differ, are to 
“fab mitthemfelves ( upon the Challenge of the offcace or Complaine 
* of che perion wronged} to. the molt full and open tryal and ex~ 
Ca mination by osher Neighbour Churches offended thereat, af what 
Céverha’s given the off:nce. “And ‘further, that by virtue of the 
&t fame and likeLaw of no: partaking of ober mens fin, the Church ofs 
fended mary, and ought upon the Impenitency of thofe Churenes per- 
<¢ fifting in their Errors and mi(carriage to pronouace that heavy Sen- 
“ tence againft chem of withdrawing and Renouncing all Ch.tstian Com- 
€ union with them, until they do repent, and further to declare and 


<¢ protelt this with the Cau‘es thereof to all other Churches of Chrift, 


“that ehey maydothelike. Andwhat further 4utsority or proceeds 
“ings purely Ecclefia/ical of one or miny Ciurches towards anorhec 
+ whole Church, or Churches offending; eithér the Scriptures do hold 
“ forth, or can rationally be putin Execution (without the AZagifbrates, 
“ inter pofiga power of another mature, ato which we upon his parti-« 
“ cular Cognizatce and Examiaation of fach Caufes, profes ever to, 
“ fybmit, and alfo tobe molt williagto have recourfe unto) for our 
parts we faw northen, nordo yerfee, Aad likewife we did then, 
“ Suppole, (and do yet ) that this Principle of Submsifion of Churches 


that mifc arry, uuto other Churches offended, together with this other, — 


“that it isa Command from Carift enjoyned to Churches that are 
“. finally offended to denounce fuch fa Sentence of non Communion and 
“ withdrawing from them whilft Impenitent, as unworthy to hold forth 
& the Nameot Chritt, (thefe Principles being received and generally 
\ackn pledged by the Charches of Chri to be a mutwal duty as ftriGly_ 
“ enjoyned them by Chrift as any other) thar thefe would be as effedtu- 
<¢ al means through the bleifing of Chrift to awe and preferve Churches 
“Cond their Elders intheir duties, Asthat other of Claimto an Az- 
&€ shovitative Power Ecclefaftical co Excommunicace other Churches, or 
6¢their Elders offending ; for if the one be compared with the other, in 
<4 meer Ecclejaflical Notion, that of Excommunication pretended, 


bah, 
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—— Corncerning Communion of Churches. 
«bath but this more init, that itisa Delivery of whole Churches and 
“then Elders offending unto Satan, (for which «we know no warrant, 
if the Scriptures that Churches thould have fach a power over other 
(churches. ) Andthen as forthe binding Obligation, both of the one. 
© way aad the other, it can be fappofed to lye bur inthefe two thugs. 


«. “In a warrant and Injunttion given by ‘Chrift to his Churches, | 


to put either the one or the other into Execution. And 2. That mens. 


6 Conjciences be accordingly taken therewith, foas to S abjeck themfeluas. 


 whethir unto the one way or theo:ber- For fuppofe that other Princi-- 
€ ple of Authoritative ‘Power in the greater part of the Churchescom- 
“bined to Excommanicate other Churches, &¢. To be the Or 


dinance of God, yet unlafs it dd take bold of mens Covlei- 
& ences, and be received arnongt all Churches, the offending Chur» 


ct ches will flight all fach Ex.ommunicatiovs, as much as they may 


< be fappofed to do our way of proteffation ana Sentence.of now Commune 


& wion, On the other fide, Let this way of ours be butas frengiy enter 


© tained, as that which is the way and Command of-Chrift, and upon 
¢é all occafions be heedfally putin “Execution, it willawe mens Confci-- 
<¢ ences as much, and produce the fame Effects. And if the AZagi/irates - 
& Power (to which we give as much and (as we think ) more,then the’ 
<¢ Principles of rhe Presbyterial Government will fuffer themto yield;} ° 


do but ailitt and back che Sentence of other Churehes denouncing this 
“ Non Communion againt Churches mifcarrying according to the na- 


tnreof the Crime as they judge 
of Chucches Excommn micatiag other Churches in fuch Cafes upon 
their own particular fudgemen: of the 
troverfy, this our way of Church proceeding, will be every way as cf. 


* fedtual, as ¢ “fh I 
éc'srotherly aad more fuited to chat Liberty and equality Chrift hath en- 


meet, andusthey would the Sentence 


Canfe, thea without all Con-: 


% 


heir other canbe fappofed to be; and we are fure: more” 


« dowedhisCharch with, But withoutthe Adagistrates interpofag 


“their Authority, their way of proceeding with beas ineffediuab 


6 a5 ours, and more liab 
he more Authorita-toe, 
« which carnal Spirits are (eldom fenfible of. 
cCments.. And for a rev evidence 
<“ this was then our Judgements, 
Ecual Succefs of fuch a C 
practice and the bicfliag of God thercon miy 


This for our Judge- 


ry all the world. Them wage of 
That Church which with otners was moft Scandalized, did by Letters 


it $e sak 


leto Contempt, by how much itis pretended te™ 
gnd ¢o inflict more dreadful punifhment - 


and denortration ; . both, tbat 
ag {:kewile for an inftance of the efits 
ourfe held by Churches in fuch Cafes, ourown » 
| plead and tettify for us ~ 
“shig Traafaction, in brief was this. . 


declare” 
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"Tbe Judgiment of Congrigational Brethren inEngland = 
<¢declaretheir offence, requiring of the Church fupofed to be offend- 
“ing , inthe Name, and for the vindication of the honour of @hrift,arid 

“ the relieving the party wronged, to yielda full and publick bearing be- 
“fore all the Churches of our Nation, or any other whomfoever ofs 
“fended, of what they could: give in Charge againft their proceedings, 
“in that depofition of their-Minifter, and to fubmit themfelves toan 
“© open Tryal and review of all thofe forepafed Carriages that concerned 
“ that partieular ; which they moft chearfully and readily ( according 
“¢ t@ the forementioned Principles ) fubmitted unto ina place and ftate, 
6 where no outward violence or any other external authority either Ct- 
“oil or Ecclefaftical would have enforced them thereunto. And ac- 
“cordingly the Minifters of the Church offended, with other two. 
“© Gentlemea of much worth, wifdom and Piety, members thereof, 
were fent:as Meflengers from that Church; and at the Introduction 
“ and enteranceinto that Solemn-eAd fembly, (the Solemnicy of which 
“¢; ha’s left as deep an Impre(fion apon our hearts of C brits dreaaful pre- 
“& fence, asever any we have been prefent at.) It was openly and pub- 
“blickly profeffed ina Speech that was the ‘Preface to that di/cuffion to 
6 this Effect, that it was the moft tobe abborred maxime, that auy Relt- 
gion ba’s ever made profeffion of, and th:refore of als other the maoft contra- 
didtory and difhonourable unto that of Chrifitaniiy, that a fingle, and.par- 
‘ticular Society of men profeing the Name of C brift,and pretending to b, en- 
-dowed with-a pawer from C brif} to judge them that ave of thefam€ body,and 
Society wizbin bem/elyes, fhoula further arvogate to then.felves an tacr, p- 
sion from giving account, or being Cen(urable of any other etther Chrifti- 
an Magiftrate above them, or Neighbour Churches about chem, So fatr 
were our Judgements from that indepindent Liberiy that is imputed 
10 us, then, whin we bad leaft dépendescy on this ‘Kingdome, 07 fo much as 
‘bopes ever to abtac therein in peace. 

‘© And forthe [ffueand Succefsof this agitation after there had beeh 
€6 for many daycs as Judiciary and full a Charge, tryal and depofition 
~' “of witnefles openly before allCommers ofall Sorts as can be expected, 
‘in any Court where Aurbority enjoyns it, that Church which had of- 
& fended did as publickly acknowledge their finful abevration init, re- 
€ ftored their Minifterto his place again, Andordereda Soi¢mn day 
“ for fafting, to humble themfelves before God and men for their fin- 
t¢ fy! Carriage in it, and the party alfo which had been depofed, did ac- 
6 knowledge tothat Ghurch, wherein he hadlikewife finned, . 

So that thefe Godly Learned wiiters, were ‘fo. far from making a 
Popedome of a particular Chucch that they deemedit an‘abhorred max- 
ime 

















Concerning Communion of Charthes 

wideie to afirme thata particular Church is unaccountable to, ‘or not: 
Cenfu rable by Neighbour Churches aboutthem ; They therefore that 
do re ject the Coafocsarton or Communion pleaded for, want that which | 
is one Specifical Character ofa true Conmzregational man, whereby fuch 
are diftinguithed from. Brownifls and Dhorellians, whofe Principles have 
ever been difowned and-difavowed by Coagreg artonals, who have alfo - 
thought chemfelves not a litele injured, when they have been reprefent- 
ed as the fame, elfe how have Horneb:cks Summa Controverfiarum de 
Brownifbis, and Batles diff afive, and other ng 
been fodiftaftful and diffatisfactory to all of that way, who anderftand 
what Principles they.go upon. . | 

Moreover that our. Congrega 


on of Churches as is by the late Sy 
dent fromthe Teftimony of bleffed Burroughs in his Excellent Treatife 


about heart Divifions {ce paz.8 4. and 163. Andin pag.4 3544. There - 
are thefe words. ( 1,) ¢ t hofein the Congregational way acknowledge 
< that they are bound ia Confcience to give account of their wayes Co. 
«¢ Churches about them,or to any other who fhall require it ,this not in 
étan: Arbitrary way, but as a duty that they owe to God and man. 

2 diy. “They acknowledge that synods of other Minifters.and Elders 
cahout themare an Ordinance of. Jefus Chrift for the helping the 


Church againt Errors, $ chifmes, and Scandals. 
3 dly. “ That thefe Synods 
cq dmonith men or Charehes in his Name, W 
‘nuing in, or growing upont 
ry with them the Authority of Jefus Chrift. 
ly. “As there thall be caule they may declare men or Churches, to 
&be Subverters of the Faith, 
ci the offence, to fhame them d 
5 ly. They may by a Solemn 
CCany further Communion with them till chey 
6 ly.© They may declare alfo in the Name o thefe 
“neople, or Churches are not to be received into Fellow faip with any: 
& of the Ghurches-of Chrilt, norto have Communion with one another 
‘Cin the Ordinances of Chrift.c—7 You willfay, what if they care 
pot forall chis? » Anjw. That is,asifyou fhould fay, what if they be 
not Confeientious, what if nothing can prevail with Confcience ? 
cif you fay, private Brethren may admoni(h and declare in the Name 
& of Chrift. Thisis more then if any private 
For a Synod isa Solemn Ordinance of Ghrift, and the 


efore all the Churches about them. 
agbin the Name.of Jefis-Chrift refule 
repent: 


Ss{ame thing; 


85.¢)4[4e m COmMatI « 


tional Brethren are forfuch Communi- - 
aod afferted, is yet farr more evi-- 


may by the Power they have from Chrift: 
hen they fee evils Contt- - 


he Church, andtheic Admonitions €are- 


or otherwile, according to the nature of 


€ Chritt that thefe erring . 


a 


Brethren fhould do the~ 
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“Ao ‘Tbe udcement of Congregational Breibren in England 
+ Elders are to be looked upomas the Officers of Jefus Chrift.’ And 
_, bgain, pag.47. he ha’s thefe words, fit thall be faid, But furely they 
2 do not agree fo farr, they donot come upto thefe fix things mention- 
ed? To that 1 Anfwetr, {do not in thefe deliver only mine own Judge- 
_, meat, but by what T know of the Judgements of ali thofe Brethren, 
_, with whom I have occafion to Converie by Gonference, both before, 
_, and fiace, { fkand Charged tomakeit good, tobetheir Judgements 
allo, yea, it hath been theirs and mine, for divers years, even then 
when we never thought to have enjoyed ourown Landagain. And 
“© if it be fo, then let the Lord be Judge between us and our Brethren, for 
“‘thofe loud and £riepous oug-Crics, there ha’s been againft-us in this 
w TRING. “ : ‘ | 
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Ince the Compolure ofthis Collection of Teftimonies, i bath pleafed 
pit a himfelf another of our vi ntient sti a 
wyorthy and Reverend Mt. “Allin of Dedham, whofe Apprebenfions 
‘touching the Contvoverted Queftions is fuffictntly known. Likewife. 
‘not many weeks before bis death, be read this Script, and exprefed bis 

_ judgement therton in words followmg. 





%¢ Reverendand dear Brother, I falute youin theLord. I humbly 
“et blefs God for your fruitful Labours in this your Collection, (and*its 
“other matters performed by yeu) concerning which in general, t 
& think itis worthy ferious Confultation amongft your “Friends, whe- 
« ther it be not a Seafonto publifh the fame. ( 1.) We fee the work 
of Chrift touching the Charch Seed 4s laid afleep, this might awaken 
our drowfineds, wefee alfothe great difor ders in'C hurches for want 
&¢ of feafonable help from Neighbouring Coarches, and by Reafon of the 
&€ reje€tion of Counfel without convincing their Sentence of error, 4 
3 diy. © We fee how our prefent doctrine is rejected asa Novel Jnno~ 
& aation, differing from firft and primitive “Principles. (3.) Who 
8S knoweth how farf God may blefs this Treatife to the recovery of fome 
6¢if not many, from their Erroncous Opinions about thefe Truth. | 
~ ee} Conceive allo fome ferious Exhortation to cleave to thefe prt 
“ee ayes of Chrift in New England, might be feafonably added, I Reft 


Yours in our Lord, Sf 
, Tokn Allin. 
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“nent Munifter.of Chrift Mr, lonathan. Afitchel, (ate Pafor of the 


£ 


“Chureh in Cambridz in New England. 


Reverend and dear Sir, } : 


Ge & & Arak . 
x have deliberately read over Mr. D*. Effay and Epiftle co the. 





» A Letter concerning th: Subjed of Baptifie, written by.t bat emix’- 


Ps 
¥ 


| Reader, which I now retuta to you with thanks for the Loan of it, 
{£1 -fhoula fay, I fee not murer-of Conviction tait, bis Antwer is al-.. 
ready given me, (pag. 35.) “Lf men fhut their eyes, when. the light is . 


held out to them, they may truly fay chey fee nor, ocin pag.6.. they 


“that Enquire of God with an Idj! in their hearts, thallbe punally an- 
“ fwered by being lefeto their own Countels, Oc, we had need Labour a 


to approve ourfelyesto God, when we meet with fach (harp Cenfures . 
from men. Bat theR.e4. gan hardly expect,we fhould find Conviction . 
here, feeing he builds all upon this diftinction of Immediate and-medtate, - 


member (pip, which with the Con/cébaries He deduceth from itis the prora,. 


awe 


G puppis of his whole, difcourfe: and for.the proof of the diftinction . 


himlelf, in ( pag.34,35.) refers the Reader to his former Effays ; neis 
ther have obferved much more in this writing toward the proof of it, 


then we have had before. And therefore if we did not fee it(as by him ex-- 


plained and.Jmproved ).ro be evident before, itis not ftrange, if we - 


donotfce itnow,. Ifit muft beimpated to our blindne[s, ( yeas, wilfal 
and penal blinduefs.) that we fee it not, we muft be Content, to bear it 
aswemay. Alfo when heaflicms over and.over ( pag.7758 3592519 35 


131,145,152,) that we our felves Confels the, Parents in ‘Queftion . 
have not Faith, or are not.vi/ib/e Believers, the Contrary whereunto we - 


have plaialy afferted. . And how many.times over does he. fay it, [we 


call them wazer membrs.} which.we,have difclaimed, and.donot fo call « 


them but, [members not in full Communion ] yea,he fayes, (tn pae.49.) 
we grant thatthe perfonsin @Queftion, arenotto be accounted Church 


members, bze. How thould we receive Conviction from fuch dif - 


courfes ?if his meaning be by fo.often reflecting on [ our meer mem-ers 


ashecalis them | todenythat diftinCtion of members into { fuch as . 
arein full Com union, and {ach as arenotin full Communion | that - 


would feem ftrange, for how can that be denyed by any “Pad:bapt.sts, 


and he feems to approveit in paz.3 5. yea,he feems fometimes to grant, 


that fore when Adult do Continwein the Ghaurch and Covenant, who 
yetare not admitted to full Communion, pag.7 6.99, yet he calls fora 


Rule for twofach forts of Adult menivers, pag.73. But | fhailnot en- 
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- @ateriato difcourfe of particulars, noram | fittobe an Anfweéter, itis 
- eafie to obferve a grearer’ foarpnefs in his Expreffions to me then elfe 
herein this Book. ‘I hopel fhall Confider as 1 am able, what I firid 
in this,or other ditcourfes,about the matter in C ontroverfy,cc. and if 
-] be convinced of Error, fhall not be afhamed toown it, but if there be 
no way to [fue the Controver/y but by fuch veluminous writings, and if 
every paflage be: not {poken to, he counts himfelf negleCted, or unan- 
‘{wered; And that which he hath before faid flands fill firm and good, 
- (as to that purpofe he fpeaks in this Book above twenty times ) Lhave 
fittle hope to fee an [flue of it, nor can I fee any likely way for an Iflue, 
-unlefs we can meet, (either in way of Synod or Colleguie ) and with 
. freedom and Candor verbally and fully difcourfe the matter, and agree 
“to fome orderly Concinfons As for the Subjiance of the (aule, where- 
-inwe have eng aged, lam daily more: and more .C onfirmed, tha: tt ts she 
“Caufe of Truth, andof Chrift, and that wherein noi a little of the Intere/E 
“of Chrifts Kingdomes ‘andof the Souls of men is laid up. [have heard 
-you intimate, as if there were failings in the manner of Calling, and the 
‘Thanaging of the late Synod, and you (peak of your ¢wpanging fome pal- 
fagesin what paffed the Prefs, which would have difcovered the naked- 
‘nef of the contrary mt ded, (though I fuppofe if they had been. print- 
-¢d, they would have difcovered more the nakednels of the Author, ot 
‘Authors, then of the Subjedts of thofe Expreffions arid Informations. ) 
And! oncehadan Intimation, as if fome had gathered upa Narrative 
of matters that would fhameus much, if it fhould be publifheds 
To ail which would fay, i do not know of any, fuch great matter, that 
-ean be objected, Or of ought Confiderable, that would fecm flrange [af 
‘things be rightly reprefenced | among men of Infirmity as We all are. 
“And fome of us were not flow in the open Synod, and other wayes to own 
Gur felves fiich, and to crave the Candor and forbearance that is needful 
for fach, which one would think Ghrifttanvand: ingentous Spirits fhoul 
‘yave been favisfied with. “But if there were more to be objected thar 
yay, then there is, is that any Argament againtt the matter and Caule 
St feolf'> Lursers Reformation might be Condemned upenthat grounds 
for ali Kaow that he wanted not many failings, in the management 
itHercof. God loves to humble Injfinument:, and toeave mattet of bum- 
‘bling upon them, even when they are €arrying on his own.good wo! Kk 
but | (hould be forry if there were £0 be found with us the Tytbs of Irre- 
“cularities that abound among our AnriSynod alian people in the Countr’, 
Bo flick. not to defpifes reproach, ana diftaf Synods, and eAinyit’s 
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provoked unto Anger. And bow farr thofe few inthe Miniftry thas - 
have appeared in oppoftion may have been acceflary thereunto, {had : 
rather they would ferioufly Confider between the Lord and their own 
Souls, then] goaboutto determine. Wehave been reflected upon by - 
fome as feeking our felves, and-drivizg on know not what defign, and 
I cannot readily Imagine, what Self Intereft or Self End we herethould . 
beledby in thismatter. Sure I am for my own part, that I prejudice 
ey felf much, astondme, Intere/, Eafey &c. For my appearing in this . 
Caufe. Neither was } fo infenfible, as not eo feelicfromthe firft. 1 
koow my felf to be a poor, vile, finful Creature, and can with fome feel- 
ing fay, chief of Sinners, and leaft of Saints, bat in this particular mata 
ser I hive often [aid, I wifh my Brerbres could fee through me, for 1 know 
abt Any defign or defire Lbavein it, in allthe world, but only that the will - 
of God mizht be done among us, bis Kingdome be. advanced, thefe Chur- 
ches fetled on right Bafes, and flourifh in the wayes of Trath, Purity and — 
Peace, and that the good'of the Souls of men might be promoted both | 
in this, and after Generations. : Clin ie 7 
Tam forry to fphnd thus many Lines about the Circum/anial: of 
rhe Gaufe; the prejudices that are.thenee taken up againft ir, have 
drawn me thus farr. But touching the matter it felf, that hath been in 
debate between us (which { had rather be difcourfing of) you may . 
pleafe to Confider at Leifure which of thefe three Propofitions you | 
would deny. t 
1, The whole vifgble Church ander the. New.T effamens is to be baptized 
2. Ifaman beonce in rhe Church ( whether admitted at Age or in In- 
fancy ) nothing lefs then Genfurable evil ean put bia out. a | 
3. If the Parent be inthe vifible Church his Infane @hildis fo.alfo:. 
The firftis proved by the Arguments for the Synods fir Propo frion, 
the fecond is plain from the Current of Scripture, and Confirmed under _ 
the New-Teftament, ( befides other Reafons ) from the Carriage of 
Chrift and his Apoftles towards the Jewes, who came into the Church 
bya menb.r hip received in Infancy. The third muft be owned by all, _ 
but Antipedo Baptists; The Frame.of the Covenant, Gen, 17. inferrs — 
it,andMr. D. imprinted Effay, pag.23..gcants that the Promife of 
the Covenant does not ftop at the Infant Child, Thefe toree things arg 
all of thimthe dott; tne of all our great. Diyines, as well as.of ibe Sevips 
tures. 
Icisto mea Confirmation to obferve de f acto, that in. the way of fuc- 
ceffio: bapiizing the Chiidren of allthat hada ftanding inthe vifble 
Church (though withtoo much Laxenefs and Corruption for want of . 
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Pifcipline ) the Lord hath coutinued Religion among Chrittias Péople 
from Age to Age, whereas the like Continuanee and Prefervation of 
trae Religion could not have been hoped for, nor propable in the Con- 
trary way. 

It was never heard of in the world from. .4brabam to thisday [ fince 
God appointed an entering Sign, or fiach a Livery 10 :be worn by bis peo- 
pleto diftinguifh them from the world} that a people did Continue for any 
length of Time to be Religious, who were either alljor the greater part 
ofthem uncircemctfed or unbapeized. fs ee | 

Thc laying afide of Circumsct/ion among the Afiaianites, for that they 
did betimes lay it afide, may be plainly-pathered froma Ex0d.402452 Sy a 
26. was quickly followed with the utter Lofs of-all true Religioa a- ‘ 
mong them, and other ef the Pofterity of eAbrabam and Keturab. - 

I know the bare having of Baptifme does not alwayes keep tinue Re- 
ligion butfure it is, that the want of it will quickly lofe Religion among 








a people To fay that a people may be Religious well enough without © la 
Baptifme, would be toreflect upon the wifdom of Cbrift, in appoint- 14 
ing fach an external Sign of Chréfianty, which furely was no ncedlefs \ 
thing ; It is eafie' to fee that inthe way your felf and fome.others go, fz 
the bis ger half of the people in this Country will in alitele Time be unbapti- 2 
zed, Mr. D.-fayes in his Effuy, pag. ss. that out meer members as he — 


calls them, will foon be a farr greater number then his Sheep and «. 
Lambs, i.e. then bis Immediate and mediate members, both of them,and 
all the Generations of thefe- meer members [as he calls them J] he would 
have unbaptized, now I leave it co Confideration, how fubverfiveto Ke- 
ligion this wilt (oon be, as alfo bow abfurd a thing tha: a Chrifitan pre- 
feffing people, yea, eminently prof: ffing, and of a move-reformed temper. ther : 
ordinarily the world both known. -{ As through grace the bedy of peo- 
ple of this Country, yea,and of our.members notin f: dLCommunion : 
yetare] fho-wld fo foon bethe body of them unbaptized, as if they were nob 
aGhriftian, but an Heathen People. Let meadd this farther Confide- 
ration, all Difciples or[ Ads 11.26.-} Chrifiiaas are by Chrift cnjoyn- - 
edtobe baptized, Afath 28.19 Acis-11.26. fates it upon thee peo. 
ple that are-called { named or counted ] Chriftians, 1 know theie are = 
that arrogateto themf(elves the Name of Chriftians who are manifest = 
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Aati-Chrifians, as:Papift:, Athiests, &c. thefemay be excluded, but a 
thofe who | in regard both of their belicf and pra tlice-]. do july and right- | 
ly:retainthe Reputation of Chriftians, as they that are defcribedin our ~ q 
fifth Propofition, and the Generality of the People in this Country. catty - | 
agt be denyedto do, furely ys Injunétiow doth include them. a 
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Wei mit eb fevte aba Congregarional men in England are vot withoue 


ghoughes and frudtes for enlargement.of Bapti(me.s Dottor Owen in his. 
late Catechifme, is plainly with usin the main Subftance of the Caufe, 
viz. the baptizing of thofe we plead for, though it feems be would have 

them baptized in amother ‘Notion. For when as in Queftion 38 he 


makes the proper Subject of Baptifme to bc profeffing Believers and their 


Infant Seed, 1 ts plain he antends Baptifme to many, who ( according to 
his ‘Péatform ) are notin full C ommunion, or may not come to the 


Lords Table, nay,are not (with him) fo much as joyned members of a pars 


‘ticular-or inflituted Céurch, but are only profeflors of the Faith, Come 
“pare Queftion 19:39,47:49s And I fuppofe, there are Expreffions.to 


that purpofe in other writings of his, which I haye not now by,me. 
The {ame thing maybe Contained under the Expreslion at the meeting 
of the Savoy in their Cunfe(fion of Faith, Cbap.29, Thef.4~ | the Infants 
of one or both believing Parents are tobe ¢aptized,] ufing therein, the 
words of the A/emblies Confeffion, and weknow in how large a Senfe 
they take the word | b:liewing | when-as they fay in Chap.26. Thefras 
The whole body of men throughout the world, profefling the) Faith of 
the Gofpel, and obedience unto God by Chrift, according unto it, not 


-deftroying their own Profeffion by any errors, everting the Foundarten, 


or auboinefs of Gonverfation, ar, and may be ealled the a7 (ible. Catho- 


lice Church of Christ. 


How plainisit, that the perfons whofe Children we would have bapti- 


«ged are profejfing Believers accordingto ‘Doctor Owens Expreffions, bes 


heving Parents ta the Affemblies Senfe, and fuch Profeflors.of the. Faith 


‘of the Gofpel, and of obedience to God, as do not other wife deftroy 


that Profeflion, all which (fay theiS avoy mecring) are of the vifitile Ca- 
tholick Church of Chrift. ‘And I fuppofe, they would noe bave any part of 


Ch, its vifible Church left unbaptined. “Tis true they fay, this rifible 


Catholick, Church of Corist as fuck, 1s noPintrofted with the Admintfira- 
jion of any Ordinance, bat they may mean, 4s many do exprefsly hold, 


that ihe pon Aamirifiring Baptifmemuft be an Officer ina partica- 


lar Chur b,though the Subjects baptized may be of the Catholick Cburch, 
How ever fach Catholick P rofeffors as they here defcribe, are qualified 
for Baptifine, Tf raking hold of the Covenant in @ particular Church be 
(in their mind ) farther necdful, ours. do. that. | 

You’ may hereby perceive, that you ftarid aloft alone, while you are 
avain(? the baptizing of facb as are defcvibea in our fifth Propofition, 
Whether they fhould be baptized asina Catholick, or in @ particulay 
‘Chuich ftateis another Queition, Aud IConfefs my felfnot altogether 


fo 
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CF 
fo peremptory in this ‘Latter as. 1 am in the thing it felt, [ viz. that they: 
ought to be baptized ] yet fill [think that when afl Scones are turned, . 
Gt willcome to this, that all the baptized are, dud ourbt to be under Difci- 


pline in particular Churches, your felf and thofefewin the Muiniftry bere, . 


thar diffent, do bear a greater meight then irmay te you areawvare of. For 
the People in the Country have in a manner no Arguments fo object but 


this, fome of your {elves, (ome of the Minifters are againft it: [have - 
lately in Courfe of Expofition gone over EB: 04.4 24. as formesly o-- 
ver Cen. 17 97:14. And the more I look into fuch T«xss as tho‘e, the - 


more awfal they are to me, to make me fear, le(t we (hould be wanting - 
todo the willof God in this particular, and left the Lord fhrula be theve- 
by difpleafed. And 1 am afraid that we donot ourduaty while we leta 


matter of fo great moment, and of fuch pubiick and Practical Concern- - 


ment as thisis, lye by from year to year, without ufing more meats to 
bring it to an Iffue, and to come to fome fettlemeut therein. 


Thus you fee with what Freedom | have opened fomewhat of my: | 


sheart to youabout this matter, had I not been ‘Confident of your Caa- 
did Acceptation thereof, I fhould not have done it. 
I do affectionately, thank you for your Remembronce of me before 


the Lord, anddefire a Continued Share therein, hoping that lam nof, , 


and thall not be [in my poor meature | unmindful of you,whom | have 
a real refpect for, and do heartily love in the Lord. 

[am not without hope, that we maybe yet of one mind before we dye, 
¥ Andlam ready to think that we had been foe’re this, if you had beca 


pleafed to attend and purfuea free Candidand through Debate of mate - 


ters verbally, and happily if fome fuch Courfe were yet taken amongft 
us that live here about, it might effet an accord. ] But however | hope 


we hall meet there, ubi Luthero vam euinglio optime fam convenit, - 
The Lord direét al cus paths for us, tha’we may be found walking in - 


the wayes of Truth, and Peace, to his Glory, ihe good of others, and re- 
joycing of ourowa Soulsinthe day of Chri, [np whomlam 
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